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The Good Shepherd Gives His Life 
Pastor Jon Duncan 
 
Kick Start: 
How did God speak to you through this message? 
 
Main Point: 
No one takes the life of the Son of God. As the Good Shepherd, He lays it down voluntarily out of obedience to 
His Father and because of the love He has for His sheep. Believers are not eternally secure because of their grip 
on God but because of God’s grip on them. If by faith you are in a relationship with Jesus, He’s got you. NO 
ONE will ever be able to take you from His hand! 
 
Introduction: 
Jesus giving sight to the blind man in Ch.9 is evidence that He is the Messiah. The religious leaders, so bent on 
discrediting Him, excommunicate the healed man. In Ch.10 Jesus begins to exposes their spiritual blindness by 
likening them to thieves, robbers, and strangers. In contrast to these leaders, Jesus states His true and genuine 
love for the those who believe and would believe. As the Good Shepherd His love is manifest in ways that prove 
His genuineness.  
 
Message Outline: 

I. The Good Shepherd’s Love is Sacrificial
In contract to the Pharisees who didn’t care for or have any vested interest in their sheep, we see the depth of the 
Good Shepherd’s love in his willingness to sacrifice himself on the cross for his sheep. The “Good” shepherd —
and He alone—is the BEAUTIFUL and EXCELLENT and TRUE and GENUINE Shepherd. 
 
John 10:11-13 
 
Talk About It:  
1.   What do v.11-13 show us about how we need to treat the people under us or that God has given to our care?  
 
 
2.   In what ways can you demonstrate the sacrificial love of the good shepherd in your relationships with 

others? 
 
 

3.   Do you think there are any “hired hands” working in the church these days? Considering the contrast 
between the good shepherd and the hireling, what characteristics should you look for in spiritual leaders? 
 
 

4.   Heart Question: We all invest our time and energy into what we love, in what we’re vested in. What would 
somebody find if they tracked how you spent every waking hour of this week? 
 

 
II. The Good Shepherd’s Love is Intimate
If you’re a true Believer, you’re not an acquaintance of Jesus. There’s a deep familiarity between the good 
shepherd and his sheep. Jesus doesn’t just merely know his sheep - he possesses them. Jesus is invested in you 
because he loves you! Our relationship with Christ is patterned after Christ’s relationship with God the Father. 
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And further, God’s love, grace, and mercy is poured out on every tribe, tongue, and nation. Jesus fulfilled the 
Father’s plan from the beginning to bring Gentiles into his sheepfold. 
 
John 10:14-16 
 
Talk About It:  
5.   Why is it ‘good’ that the Good Shepherd knows you inside and out? How does the knowledge that God 

knows your thoughts and intentions, both good and bad, change the way you approach your relationship 
with Him? 
 

 
6.   How are you cultivating your intimacy with Jesus? What more could you do? 
 
 
7.   How are you participating—or being challenged to participate—in Jesus’ mission to reach the “other sheep” 

today? 
 

8.   How can the church today better reflect and rejoice in the “one flock” made up of both Jews and Gentiles 
that Jesus spoke of? 

 
 
 
III. The Good Shepherd’s Love is Voluntary
Jesus’ life was not taken by others—He’s in complete control. And He possesses such power over life and death 
that He can lay down his life and take it up again. Jesus wasn’t coerced to go to the cross, rather, with obedience 
to the Father He voluntarily laid down his life. Sincere love is given voluntarily. But those who chose not to 
believe accused him of being demon possessed while others thought there was something to his miracles. 
 
John 10:17-21 
 
Talk About It:  
9.   What does Jesus’ willingness to die teach you about the depth of His love for you? How does this shape the 

way you relate to Him personally? 
 
 
 

10.  What aspects of God’s character give you the most comfort when trusting His complete control? 
 
 
 

11.  How can we apply the principle of discernment when faced with differing opinions about Jesus today? 
 
 
 
IV. The Good Shepherd’s Love is Absolute
During the Feast of Dedication, in the winter, the Jews ambushed Jesus in an awkward spot in the temple and 
dared Him to repeat His claims, not for clarity and understanding who Jesus was, but rather wanted Him to 
declare openly that He was Messiah in order to justify attacking Him. Instead, Jesus speaks plainly about the 
condition of their unbelief and makes an unmistakable reference to the nature of the eternal life He offers to true 
believers. It cannot and will not ever be stolen, revoked, or lost. 
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John 10:22-30 
 
Talk About It:  
12.  What are some areas in your life that feel like “winter,” and how can Jesus’ presence bring light and warmth 

to those areas? What would that look like for you in your current season of life? 
 
 

13.  How does knowing that your salvation is secure affect the way you approach fear or doubt in your life? 
 
 

14.  What are some challenges or hindrances that rob you of the joy of your salvation? 
 

 
15.  What is one thing God is inviting you to believe, do, or change because of these passages? 
 
 
 
  
Conclusion: 
Viewing all the sheep as one flock, Jesus refers to them as “that which my Father has given me.” One holds on 
to a gift, especially if it be a gift from One so dear as is the Father to the Son. A father will certainly cherish and 
protect that which he, in incomprehensible love, has given to his son. This gift, then, being more excellent than 
all others can never perish. True believers are never lost. They are the objects of God’s very special care, which 
rests upon his predestinating love. 
 
Make It Practical: 

Will You Lay Down Your Life? 
By Oswald Chambers 
 
Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends….I have called you friends…  
— John 15:13, 15 
 
Jesus does not ask me to die for Him, but to lay down my life for Him. Peter said to the Lord, “I will lay down 
my life for Your sake,” and he meant it (John 13:37). He had a magnificent sense of the heroic. For us to be 
incapable of making this same statement Peter made would be a bad thing— our sense of duty is only fully 
realized through our sense of heroism.  
 
Has the Lord ever asked you, “Will you lay down your life for My sake?” (John 13:38). It is much easier to die 
than to lay down your life day in and day out with the sense of the high calling of God. We are not made for the 
bright-shining moments of life, but we have to walk in the light of them in our everyday ways. There was only 
one bright-shining moment in the life of Jesus, and that was on the Mount of Transfiguration. It was there that 
He emptied Himself of His glory for the second time, and then came down into the demon-possessed valley (see 
Mark 9:1-29). For thirty-three years Jesus laid down His life to do the will of His Father. “By this we know love, 
because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren” (1 John 3:16). 
Yet it is contrary to our human nature to do so. 
 
If I am a friend of Jesus, I must deliberately and carefully lay down my life for Him. It is a difficult thing to do, 
and thank God that it is. Salvation is easy for us, because it cost God so much. But the exhibiting of salvation in 
my life is difficult. God saves a person, fills him with the Holy Spirit, and then says, in effect, “Now you work it 
out in your life, and be faithful to Me, even though the nature of everything around you is to cause you to be 
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unfaithful.” And Jesus says to us, “…I have called you friends….” Remain faithful to your Friend, and 
remember that His honor is at stake in your bodily life. 
 
How does the picture of Jesus as the “Good Shepherd” — one who knows, leads, protects, and lays down 
His life for you—shape the way you relate to Him personally? Where in your life do you most need to 
remember that He cares for you in these ways? 
 
Complete this sentence:  “This week, I will lay down my life for Jesus by _________________________.” 

 
 

 
 
Prayer Points: 
 
•   Thank you for the absolute security in the gift of your salvation. Keep the cares of this life, ever present 

distractions, and struggle with sin from robbing us of the joy of our salvation. 
•   Help us to have the same attitude of sacrificial love as you do, especially because you loved us this way 

first. 
•   We pray for the specific people in our lives who are far from God. We ask you to open their hearts and give 

us opportunities to share Jesus with them. 
•   We ask you to make us a church that lives with eternal purpose—faithful in prayer, courageous in witness, 

and confident that what we do for Christ matters. 
•   Help us daily to lay down our life for you. 
•   Pray for the needs of the group. 


