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Our Good Shepherd
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Kick Start:
How did God speak to you through this message?

Main Point:

As the Good Shepherd, Jesus emphasizes the importance of his followers (his sheep) having a personal and
intimate relationship with him (the good shepherd). Following the shepherd leads to an abundant life. It’s only
through Him do we receive spiritual fulfillment, protection, and guidance—because there are (false shepherds)
thieves and robbers out there who want to lead people away from God.

Introduction:

Jesus’ presents an illustration from everyday life to once again help his listeners understand what saving faith
looks like—what the experience will be like, confirmed by a personal and intimate relationship with the
Shepherd. This is a tender, personal, intimate conversation where Jesus warns Israel that they have been lied to,
that they are being misled and taken advantage of by liars, thieves, imposters—bad shepherds! This is not a
random feel good, good shepherd/happy sheep story—this is Jesus exposing dangerous men, a dangerous
religious system, matters of eternal life and death.

Message Outline:

1. The Role of the Shepherd

Jesus is contrasting himself as the good shepherd against the false teachers of his day—the Jewish religious
elites. They are thieves and robbers who gained their place among God’s people through personal and political
connections, formal education, ambition, manipulation, and corruption. The very people that were supposed to
spiritually nourish and protect the people of God were the very ones trying to lead people away from the
Messiah. A true shepherd comes in the legitimate and designed way: through love, calling, care, and sacrificial
service. He has a personal connection with the sheep. The shepherd leads them, providing direction and
leadership.

John 10:1-6

Talk About It:
1. Why does Jesus call His people sheep?

2. Jesus “calls his own sheep by name.” What does this reveal about Jesus’ relationship with us?
3. It’s important that Jesus begins his story by first describing the thief and robber. In what ways are we
tempted to follow the voices of false shepherds (strangers)? What do you think it means to “recognize”

Jesus’ voice? How do we discern His voice today? How do you personally know when it’s Jesus speaking to
you?

4. What does this mean for the “Christians” who listen to and follow after false prophets?



5. Inv6, the Jewish religious elites, the people who claimed to be experts in the Old Testament, didn’t
understand what Jesus was talking about! What does this communicate about them?

Il. The Threat of Thieves

The false shepherds avoid the door and climb into the sheepfold. Jesus applies God’s covenantal name to
himself (“I AM”), but uses a metaphor to help us better understand his nature and mission. Jesus is saying there
is only one way into his sheepfold and it’s through him. He’s claiming exclusivity. Salvation only comes
through him. Not only is entering the sheepfold through Jesus a saving action but it provides the sheep with
security and safety in Christ from the threats of thieves and robbers.

John 10:7-8

Talk About It:

6. In Ezekiel 34:2—-6 God rebukes the shepherds of Isracl. How does this background of false shepherds help
explain Jesus’ warning about thieves and robbers in John 10?

7. How does seeing Jesus as the door to salvation and life impact the way you see everything else that
promises protection and life but is not the true way?

8. What does it mean practically that Jesus is the only door, especially in a culture that promotes many paths to
God and many ways of satisfaction?

I11. The Provision of the Good Shepherd

Jesus describes three benefits of entering into God’s sheepfold: (1) those sheep will be saved; (2) the will “go in
and out,” freely move about in the pasture in the secure provision of the Shepherd; and (3) they will find
“pasture” constant sustenance for the soul. Unlike the thieves and robbers, Jesus claims the purpose of the Good
Shepherd would be to give His sheep abundant life.

John 10:9-13

Talk About It:

9. What does the contrast between good shepherds and bad shepherds in this passage impact the way you
understand spiritual leadership?

10. How does knowing that Jesus is the Good Shepherd who personally laid down His life for you change the
way you relate to Him in your daily walk?

11. How can believers reflect the heart of the Good Shepherd in the way we engage with those who are lost,
who feel overlooked, unwanted, or unworthy?



Conclusion:

When we consider Jesus as our Good Shepherd and the Door of the sheep, we have to ask ourselves who or
what we are trusting in for salvation. Are you are trusting in the wrong people: pastors, priests, Bible teachers,
spiritual advisors who didn’t come through God’s door but came some other way? Are you trusting in the wrong
places: churches, synagogues, mosques, or nature? Are you trusting in wrong practices: regular attendance in
church services, baptism, Lord’s supper; confession, mass, etc.? The good shepherd lives and dies for the good
of the sheep and trusting in Him means surrendering everything to enter into His sheepfold.

Make It Practical:
The Lord is your Shepherd

All we like sheep have gone astray (Isaiah 53:6).

Isn™t it interesting that throughout the Bible God refers to His people as “sheep”? Have you ever really
considered what that means? The welfare of sheep depends solely upon the care they get from their shepherd.

We all stumble in many ways...(James 3:2).

Even though we do dumb things and, according to this verse of scripture, “stumble in many ways” we can
succeed because the Lord is our Shepherd. We are designed so that we would have a need for Him. So, what are
the characteristics of a sheep? Well, for one, they are DUMB. Animal trainers will tell you that is very difficult
to train a sheep. Sheep are also DEFENSELESS. They have little instinct for real danger and cannot defend
themselves against predators. Sheep lack DIRECTION. They will only see a small part of the landscape in front
of them. They are easily DISTURBED. It doesn't take much to get a sheep “stirred up”. And, finally, they are
totally DEPENDENT. If that is what sheep are like, then what about the shepherd? What are his characteristics?

A Shepherd PROVIDES.

According to Jesus, in Matthew 6:25-26, Doesn't life consist of more than food and clothing. Look at the birds.
They don’t need to plant or harvest or put food in barns because your heavenly Father feeds them. And you are
far more valuable to Him than they are.

We were not created to be our own source of supply. It is usually when we try to “be our own boss” that we end
up making the biggest messes of our lives. Think of Adam and Eve. They were perfect people, in a perfect
place, with perfect provision. Then they decided that having a perfect life wasn’t good enough. They tried to
provide something extra for themselves instead of relying on God. Those whose shepherd is the Lord can say,
“I lack nothing” (Psalm 23:1).

A Shepherd PROTECTS.
In Psalm 91:1 we are told, those who live in the shelter of the Most High will find rest in the shadow of the
Almighty. Psalm 23 tells us; The Lord is my Shepherd ... I will fear no evil.

That doesn’t tell us bad things will never happen to us. It tells us we don't have to live afraid of bad things
happening. Sheep can, and do, get attacked by wolves. But if the shepherd is around, and our Shepherd has
promised to never leave us or forsake us (Hebrews 13:5), the sheep are safe because the shepherd will fight for
them.

A Shepherd CORRECTS.
Sometimes we need correcting. It is good for us. The shepherd sometimes uses a rod to correct a sheep. Sheep
are notorious wanderers, and once away from the shepherd’s watchful eye, they get into all sorts of trouble



(Matthew 18:12—14). The shepherd used his staff to keep his sheep out of danger and close to himself. If a sheep
became trapped in a precarious position, the shepherd would loop the curved end of the staff around the neck of
the sheep and retrieve it back to safety. For the believer, God’s discipline is an expected part of life. It is the
result of God loving us enough to correct us when we go astray so that we might avoid greater, more damaging
sin in the future.

A Shepherd GUIDES.

John 10:27, My sheep recognize my voice; I know them, and they follow me. The Bible teaches we all have five
purposes: to worship God, to serve others, to fellowship with each other, to become like Christ, and to tell others
about Him. These give our life meaning. Everyone wants a life of meaning. Our Shepherd guides us, He gives a
life of purpose and meaning. God is Jehovah Rohi. To see God as our Shepherd should radically transform the
way we live. That is because if He is the Shepherd, then we are the sheep. And not many of us are naturally
willing to admit to being sheep. Our natural proclivity is to see ourselves as strong, independent, self-sufficient,
and competent. And in and of themselves, those are not necessarily bad qualities. But, we must overcome the
idea that we are our own shepherd? God wants our total dependence on Him. He wants to use the “staff” to
guide us to “green pastures”, but sometimes has to use the “rod” to make us “lie down” in those pastures. What
about you? Who is God to you? Is He your Shepherd? Accept Jesus as your Lord today. Begin to pray about
everything. And learn to depend on God, your Shepherd, completely.

Prayer Points:

Jesus, our Good Shepherd, thank You that You know us by name and that Your voice leads us to life.
Thank You for laying down your life for us.

Help us quiet the other voices we listen to and grow in trust as we follow You this week

Help us to rest in Your care and walking in Your ways.

Pray for the needs of the group.



