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Their Story is Not Over Yet

Pastor Jon Duncan

Kick Start:
How did God speak to you through this message?

Main Point:

Mothers, no matter how godly they raised a child, cannot choose godliness for their children. Children must
choose it for themselves. In the story of Sampson in Scripture, he does not choose godliness. Not at first. Be
encouraged moms. A child’s life may not go as you planned, but remember, their story is not over yet. Trust in
the loving, merciful and gracious Author.

Introduction:

It’s easy to talk about the parenting success stories in the Bible where the children went on to accomplish great
things for God with their leadership, courage, and rescue—a life every parent wants for their child. But when
that life transpires but things don’t go as planned, guilt is heaped upon themselves as they look back over their
parenting—what did we do wrong? What should we have done better? How did this even happen when things
looked so good at the beginning? Questions that Sampson’s mother must have asked. For those facing struggles
today, her story reminds us that God’s plans exceed human understanding. What can we learn from Samson’s
mother?

Message Outline:

1. God Works Through the Humble

Though her name is not mentioned, her actions speak louder than words. She is a powerful example of how God
uses ordinary people for extraordinary purposes. Samson’s mother shows us that we don’t need a prominent title
or public recognition to have a profound impact. Her faith, humility, and wisdom resonate as a beacon of hope
for mothers who feel overlooked or undervalued.

Judges 13:1-3

Talk About It:
1. Why do you think the Angel chose to appear to Manoah's wife first, and not directly to Manoah?

2. How did Samson’s mother show humility in her actions?

3. What are some situations in your life where you have felt God's intervention like Manoah’s wife did?

4. In what ways can we draw strength and hope from Samson’s mom and other woman (i.e. Sarah, Rebekah,
Rachel, Hannah, Elizabeth, etc.) from their examples of waiting on God's promises?



I1. Faith in the Face of Uncertainty

Barrenness was outside of her control, but it was fully under the control of the sovereign God of heaven.
Manoah’s wife’s barrenness did not diminish her faith. Even when life seemed hopeless, she trusted God’s word
delivered by the angel. This teaches us to hold on to faith, even when circumstances seem dire. Our trying
circumstances may be just the opportunity through which God will work remarkably.

Judges 13:1-3; 21-23

Talk About It:

1. What can we learn from the faith of Manoah's wife in receiving the promise of a son despite her barrenness?

2. When things in your life didn’t go as you planned, did you move forward by faith, or move forward by
sight? What was the outcome?

3. Reflect on a time when you experienced God's intervention in a seemingly impossible situation. How did it
strengthen your faith?

111. Obedience to God’s Commands

Her response to the angel’s message is one of faith that led to immediate obedience—a reminder to us of the
importance of trusting God’s instructions, even when His plans seem beyond our understanding. Her obedience
demonstrates the importance of aligning our actions with God’s will and ensures Samson enters the world
already set apart as God wanted. God’s purposes begin long before we see them, and He invites our careful
cooperation in even the simplest daily choices, weaving holiness into everyday life.

Judges 13:4-24

Talk About It:

1. How does Judges 13:4-5 emphasize the importance of obedience to God's commands?

2. In what ways can parents today take inspiration from Manoah's wife's obedience to God's instructions for
raising children?

1V. Power of a Mother’s Role

Samson’s mother played a crucial role in shaping his early life and spiritual dedication. She also tried to tell him
he shouldn’t marry someone who was not a part of God’s people. While Samson later struggled with his faith,
the foundation laid by his mother was pivotal. Her example reminds parents of the lasting impact they have on
their children.

Judges 14:1-4

Talk About It:



1. How are you modeling (or have you modeled) Christ’s love and gospel message to your
children/grandchildren in everyday life?

2. How can we balance showing love and maintaining truth with our children when they make choices we
don't agree with?

3. How do your prayers reflect both concern for your child and trust in God’s work in their heart?

Conclusion:

Life often doesn’t go as planned. As parents we sometimes may not see God’s divine intervention within our
story because we are not liking the narrative. We must remember that our God is loving and merciful and is still
writing our story and our children’s story, using all the characters He’s created for a purpose—to reveal His
glory and wisdom. Don’t stop reading! Trust the Author with every circumstance.

Make It Practical:
The lavish father and his two wayward sons

In Luke 15:11-32, we see the heart of God for engaging those who are not interested in him. The fact that our
children may be deconstructing their faith right now does not surprise God. He knew they would have these
doubts and question their relationship with Him before they were born. Take comfort in knowing that He is
sovereign and still faithful and will continue to pursue their hearts with His great love.

As C.S. Lewis once said, “The great thing to remember is that though our feelings come and go, God’s great
love for us does not. It is not wearied by our sins, or our indifference; and, therefore, is quite relentless in its
determination that we shall be cured of those sins, at whatever cost to us, at whatever cost to Him.”

As a parent, you might be restless, wondering what you can do right now to help your adult child return to their
faith. God can restore anyone to a relationship with Him, and He is willing to do the same for your child.

What can we learn from the lavish father?

1. The father loved his sons in a lavish and scandalous way. Though we focus on the son(s), all three parables
in that chapter are meant to show us the love of God seeking sinners. His love was so great it exposed him to
scandal. If God allows prodigals in our lives, it is a chance for us to understand more deeply the love of God and
grow in that lavish, self-sacrificial love ourselves.

2. The father endured great pain and shame. He would have had to liquidate some of his holdings.
Furthermore, the younger son was essentially saying, “I wish you were dead.” Rather than rebuking him and
disowning him, the father loved him anyway. Similarly, parents of prodigals often have to endure relational pain
inflicted by the child and feelings of shame from the Christian community. Lavish love endures pain and shame.

3. The father endured great pain and shame with the older son. The end of the story shows that the father
had been living with a rebellious older son whose relationship was not filled with love. His body was at home
but his heart was not. It had turned in bitterness against the father. And when the elder son makes a scene and
shames the father at his own party, he still goes out seeking the elder son. The rebellious child in the home
presents a different type of pain.



4. The father does not grow bitter. Rather than thinking about how he has been sinned against, we see the
continued love of the father. Like Joseph, he has forgiven the sin even though the physical distance is great.
Based on all the sacrifices we make for our children, it is easy to grow bitter or depressed if they turn away.
Joseph could say, “What you intended for evil, God intended for good” (Genesis 50:20). May we hold on to that
promise as well.

5. The father did not cause the waywardness. Though not stated directly, it is certainly implied. How could a
man who has the previous characteristics have caused the waywardness of the two sons? Many times parents of
prodigals live under the guilt of, “What if...” We are commanded not to exasperate or embitter our children and
yet, having done our best, we are not ultimately responsible for their choices. We influence but do not control.

6. The father prayed in faith. Again, this is not stated directly but I wonder how the father saw his son coming
from a long way off. It seems the answer is obvious—he was praying up on his (flat) roof! Rather than accepting
the situation, he was seeking God’s face. Parents of prodigals, knowing the love of God and his sovereign
control, should be “up on the roof” seeking God in prayer.

7. The father did not give up. I wonder how many times the father climbed the roof to pray. How many times
did he release his sons to the Lord? Though he must go about his day, his heart was out seeking them. In the two
previous stories, the shepherd and the woman are actively seeking their lost item. So even though, his body was
not out seeking them, I think his heart and his prayers were. Like Job, he fulfilled his fatherly, priestly duty of
prayer.

Prayer Points:

We pray for wisdom and discernment in decision-making, seeking to align our desires with God's will.
Ask for trust in God's sovereignty, especially when facing the consequences of past mistakes.

Seek the Holy Spirit's power to live a life that honors God and fulfills His purposes.

Pray for protection of our children against deception and the strength to live a life of integrity.

Thank God for the ways He works in our lives, even when we don’t see it.

Pray for the needs of the group.



