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Discipling The Next Generation

Pastor Ethan Hageness

Kick Start:
How did God speak to you through this message?

Main Point:

Our youth need people to believe in them, encourage them, to speak truth when life gets confusing, and
especially to walk with them spiritually. When the church falls short of its calling to invest in the next
generation, the culture has no problem stepping in. Don't ignore God's call to be disciples, making disciples!

Introduction:

One of the greatest responsibilities the church has is passing faith to the next generation. Every generation of
believers stands at this crossroad: will we cling to what God has done in our lifetime, or will we pass it on so the
next generation runs even farther with it? Today, teens and young adults are asking the pressing questions.
“Who am [? What is truth? Does God matter in my life? Does the church care about me?” Let’s be the church
who answers these questions and invests in the next generation.

Message Outline:

1. Design for Discipleship

Christians should pass on to the next generation the unfolding story of how God has done wonderful works in

and through His people. God’s commandments must first be in one’s heart, always be in front of God’s people
in every aspect of life, then communicated to children. God’s design for discipleship is for mature believers to
pour their lives into the lives of young believers.

Psalm 78:4
Deuteronomy 6:4-7

Talk About It:
1. How is the repeated forgetfulness of God's blessings displayed in today’s culture?

2. When have we been forgetful of what God has done for us? What strategies can we employ to better
remember God's blessings and His work in our lives?

3. Consider the importance of teaching spiritual lessons to younger generations in today's context. How can
you contribute to this mission?

4. From Deuteronomy 6, what should loving God look like in our everyday life?

5. How does the Shema shape your approach to discipleship?



Il. Elevating Disciples

Children had a low status in Jewish society, so the disciples most likely saw them as an interruption to Jesus’
ministry priorities. But Jesus receives the children tenderly, clarifying that children exemplify the humility
necessary for any disciple to enter the kingdom of God. Teenagers and young adults are not distractions,
projects to fix, or problems to avoid. They are disciples that God is raising up right now.

Matthew 19:13-15

Talk About It:

1. In what ways does our culture devalue children or even teenagers?
2. From these verses, how did Jesus express the value of children?

3. In what ways can we reflect Jesus' welcoming attitude towards children/teens in our church and community?

II1. Power in Discipleship

It is hard to overstate the power of godly influences. God worked through the relationship and spiritual nurturing
of his mother Eunice and his grandmother Lois to open Timothy’s heart to Jesus Christ and to a life in ministry.
Parents and other influential adults who serve and know God are a precious gift in a young person’s life. God
wants adults to pass on an eternal legacy to the youth.

2 Timothy 1:5
1 Timothy 4:11-16

Talk About It:

1. Reflect on your spiritual heritage. How has it hindered or shaped your faith, and how can you build upon it
for future generations?

2. How does the faith of Lois and Eunice inspire you to spiritually influence your family or community?

3. How can we apply the principle of “teaching and commanding with authority” in our own lives, whether in
formal ministry or everyday interactions?

4. How can we “set an example” in speech and conduct for young believers?

1V. Importance of Discipleship

Our culture is trying to disciple us every single day. Truth is relative. Identity is self-created. Faith is outdated.
Christianity is irrelevant. Many young people grow up in church but when they graduate high school, they
disappear from the church. Christians should be actively engaged in training people who will in turn train others,
a pattern we see in Jesus’ ministry and Paul’s.



Matthew 28:19-20
2 Timothy 2:2

Talk About It:

1. How can our church community better fulfill the command in Matthew 28:19?

2. From 2 Tim 2:2, what qualities do you think we should possess that would make us a “reliable” or “faithful”
person entrusted to teaching the faith to the next generation?

Conclusion:

This is where the rubber meets the road. This is where the perfect love of Christ thrusts us into action and moves
us. The church has always moved forward in love through generations walking together. Mature believers
moved by Christ’s love through wisdom, experience, and spiritual depth. Young people through passion, vision,
energy, and courage. When these come together, the church becomes unstoppable for the Kingdom of Heaven.

Make It Practical:
Christian Discipleship

All believers are called to share what they know about Jesus with others. Because the early church focused on
discipleship, new people were saved daily. True Christian discipleship is the best form of outreach. A Christian
disciple is a person who commits their entire life to Jesus and becomes dedicated to learning His ways while

also going, sharing, and teaching this way of life to others.

What characterizes a Christian Disciple?

1. Putting Jesus first in all things (Mark 8:34-38).
The disciple of Christ needs to be set apart from the
world. Our focus should be on our Lord and how to
please Him in every area of our lives. We must put
off self-centeredness and put on Christ-centeredness.

2. Following Jesus’ teachings (John 8:31-32). We
must be obedient children and doers of the Word
(James 1:22). Obedience is the supreme test of faith
in God and our love for Him (1 Samuel 28:18) (John
14:21).

3. Bearing fruit (John 15:5-8). Christian disciples
should live fruitful lives, displaying the fruit of the
Spirit, good works, and “the peaceful fruit of
righteousness” as we abide in Christ (Hebrews 12:11)
(John 15:1-8).

4. Loving other disciples (John 13:34-35). Love of
other believers is an evidence of our being a member
of God’s family (1 John 3:10). One way to show love

is to think more highly of others than of ourselves
and to look out for their interests (Philippians 2:3—4).

5. Making disciples of others (Matthew 28:18-20).
Disciples multiply. One of the last things Jesus said
to His disciples before His ascension was the
command to “go and make disciples of all nations”
(Matthew 28:19). This involves evangelism—sharing
the gospel and urging people to repent and believe in
Christ—but it also involves discipleship. Christians
should be actively engaged in training other who will
in turn train others. Jesus trained eleven men who
spent the rest of their lives as disciple-makers,
training others to also become disciple-makers, and
SO on.

A Christian disciple is one who puts Jesus first, obeys
the Lord, produces good fruit, loves others, and
makes more disciples. Such a one is sure to make an
impact in this fallen world for the glory of God.



What does discipleship look like?

Here are some practical ways every adult believer can
invest in young people.

1. Know Their Names

It sounds simple, but it’s powerful. Teenagers feel
seen when adults greet them, remember their names
and genuinely ask how they’re doing. These small
but intentional moments communicate: “You belong
here.”

2. Share Your Story

Young people don’t need perfect role models. They
need honest ones. Tell them how God changed your
life, how you struggled and how God remained
faithful. Authenticity builds trust.

3. Invite Them into Your Life and Ask to Be a
part of Theirs

Discipleship rarely happens in rows of chairs on a
Sunday morning. It happens in life together. Engage

young people by meeting and listen to their story.
Invite them to serve. Get their input on ministry
projects. With permission, show up to their events.
Let them see how you follow Jesus in everyday life.

4. Encourage Their Calling

Teenagers and young adults often doubt themselves.
Your encouragement can shape their future. Tell
them when you see their leadership potential,
compassion, faith or courage. Many pastors,
missionaries, and leaders started because one adult
believed in them.

5. Pray for Them

Never underestimate the power of prayer. Pray for

their faith, their identity, their friendships, and their
calling. Spiritual battles are real, and young people
need a church covering them in prayer.

Prayer Points:

e Thank you for our children, grandchildren and the youth around us.
o Pray for their faith, their identity, their friendships, their calling, and protection.
o Help us to prioritize our love for You and be grounded in our faith so we can be teachers and mentors to our

youth.

e Help us to see and act on the opportunities given to us to be disciples, making disciples.

e Pray for the needs of the group.



