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What God Sees in Me

Pastor Jon Duncan

Kick Start:
How did God speak to you through this message?

Main Point:

When we honestly look at our lives we don’t see perfection. We tend to see our flaws, failures, frustrations and
so many other things that need to change. But God says, “You are my work of art.” Our all-knowing, all-
powerful Father in Heaven can envision what you will be when it is all said and done—His masterpiece!

Introduction:

What have you’ve carried through life that’s been your greatest source of pain, frustration or discouragement?
The lenses of scars that you see your life through? The struggle with sin is discouraging and sometimes all we
see is our failures. God loves you and doesn’t want you living in the shadow of that hurt, but walking in the light
of victory. He wants you to see in you what He sees. Our loving Father encourages us to take steps that will
radically change the way we approach and see our life as He does.

Message Outline:

L. Letting Go of the Past

The way to break free from the shackles of yesterday is to have a forward focus. An honest judgment about
ourselves should humble us and motivate us to acknowledge that there is always more to be learned, submitted
to, expressed, and experienced in Christ.

Philippians 3:13-15
e No longer focus on your past failures. We have all done things for which we are ashamed, and we
live in the tension of what we have been and who we want to become.
e Your value is not based on what others say about you.

Talk About It:

1. How have you experienced or how do you think ruminating on the past can affect your life and your walk
with Jesus?

2. What does “forgetting the past” look like in your personal growth with God?

3. How does Philippians 3:13-14 connect with and parallel Hebrews 12:1-2?

4.  What does Isaiah 43:18-21 teach about God's ability to renew our past and do new things?



I1. Taking Thoughts Captive

The Christian life involves a spiritual battle, not a physical one. Our true enemies are spiritual forces, not people
or circumstances. Destructive patterns of thought, “strongholds,” lead people astray to live an unfruitful life or
hold them hostage to sinful, harmful, and addictive behavior.

2 Corinthians 10:3-5
e Thoughts, ideas, speculations, lies, reasonings, philosophies, and false religions are a few
ideological forts in which men barricade themselves against God and His truth.
e When we’re not taking every thought captive to obey Christ and are instead surrendering to a
stronghold, it’s because we either don’t know the truth or aren’t making use of the truth we know

Talk About It:

1. In what ways have you experienced the influences in daily life—media, relationships, or habits—affect your
thoughts?

2. What are some examples of "strongholds" in your life that need to be taken captive?

3. How often do you pause to consider that spiritual forces may be influencing the challenges you face, and
how can you go to battle has a spiritual component?

4. In what areas of your life have you or are you relying on in your own strength—"weapons of the flesh”—
instead of God’s power to stand firm?

I11. Displaying God’s Workmanship

God’s workmanship is astonishing because He took us from a place of brokenness and sin, making us His
masterpiece—Tfilled with divine purpose. Instead of being enslaved by our past, our thoughts and our flesh, we
are now empowered to fulfill the good works God prepared for us.

Ephesians 2:8-10; Philippians 1:6
e God has labored over us. God's plan for us as His workmanship extends over the span of our lives.
e God is determined to finish what He started in us. He is also eternally working to carry out what He
planned for us before we were even born.
e Sanctification is a three-phase process.
o Positional sanctification - believers stand positionally sanctified as though they already are
made holy before God, even though they are not yet completely holy in practice:
(Heb. 10:14, Col. 2:14)
o Progressive sanctification — God continues to transform us into His image, saving us from
the practice and power of sin, grow in grace and knowledge, a worker showing yourself
approved: (Romans 6:11-13; Romans 8:29; 2 Timothy 2:15)
o Complete sanctification - glorification, believers are finally, fully delivered from the
presence of sin (Philippians 3:20-21)



Talk About It:

1. How does knowing that you are God’s workmanship impact the way you view your identity and purpose in
life?

2. What areas of your life do you feel God is actively shaping and refining as part of His masterpiece?

3. In what ways can you or (are you) actively seeking out and walking in the good works God has prepared for
you?

4. What are some practical ways you can ensure that your good works point others to God rather than to
yourself?

5. How do these verses challenge the common worldly notions of merit and achievement?

Conclusion:

When you struggle to find any good, any value, any importance in who you are because of what you have done,
remember this: You are God’s masterpiece. You were created to reveal the wonders of His grace and mercy and
love. He is determined to finish this masterpiece so that the world can see, and hear, that He is the Ultimate
Artist. Nothing will stand in His way, He will finish, He will accomplish in you all that He set out to do

Make It Practical:

SETTING GOD-HONORING GOALS?
Philippians 3:11-14

Paul knew what it meant to set God-honoring goals. Philippians 3:8—11 describes not only where Paul had been,
but also where he was going. Yes, he endured hardship. Yes, he experienced the joy of Christ. Yes, he had seen
God use him, even from prison. Yet Paul understood that there was more of God to know, and so he set goals
that would enable him and others to experience God at greater depths.

So how did Paul set these goals and move forward with such decisiveness, shrugging off passivity and
complacency with every step? How can we follow his lead?

¢ Believe and meditate on the promises of God. Paul had full confidence that God’s indwelling Spirit
would give him the resurrection power to live up to his God-given potential in every area of life (Phil.
3:11).

e Have a consuming desire to achieve a precise goal. Paul had no foggy desires; he felt consumed by
his desire to evangelize the lost (Phil. 3:13).

o Have the courage to attempt, even at the risk of failure. Paul didn’t let his weaknesses or fears deter
him; he understood that God used his weaknesses and fears to keep him dependent on and strengthened
by Christ (Phil. 3:12).



e Choose determination. Paul faced more opposition than most of us can imagine. Yet he remained
committed to whatever God told him was necessary to fulfill his goals (Phil. 3:14).

e Be persistent. Persistence means we’re still going when everyone else has stopped. Paul had days, just
like the rest of us, when he only inched forward. We won’t always sprint toward our goal; some days it
will be all we can do just to keep pressing on. Yet we must not give up.

¢ Humble yourself. Paul writes, “Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfected
...” (Phil. 3:12). Paul did not rest on his accomplishments because he knew he hadn’t yet “arrived.”
Neither have we.

e Let go of the past. Clinging to bitterness, an unforgiving spirit, and old mistakes will always keep us
from achieving our God-given potential (Phil. 3:13).

Evaluate your own goals and ask God how they fit into the greater goal of knowing Him. As He reveals His
plans for you for this day, this year, this life on earth, don’t let anything or anyone stamp out the zeal that rises
in you. God sees a masterpiece in you, so live that out!

Prayer Points:

e We thank you for your promise to bring us to perfection, and thank you for the prize of citizenship in
heaven.

e Thank you for seeing through our flesh to the work of art we really are because of you.

o Forgive us for the times we don’t take our thoughts captive and letting them influence and shape us.

e Speak to us and lead us to the individual goals you want for our lives—especially the goal of knowing you
more and more.

e Pray for the needs of the group



