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What God Expects from Me 
Pastor Jon Duncan 
 
Kick Start: 
How did this message impact you? 
 
Main Point: 
Wouldn't it be great if God told you exactly what he wanted you to do? Well, He does! In Micah, God shares 
what he expects from His followers—and the list is not as long as you might think. Do justice, love kindness, 
and walk humbly with your God. A great posture for the church in 2026. 
 
Introduction: 
Spiritual routines can easily become substitutes for genuine relationship. Attending church, reading the Bible, or 
jotting notes in a prayer journal may feel productive, yet without heart-level transformation, they fall short. God 
wants more than performance. He expects a life that reflects His holiness. The book of Micah is a direct call to 
evaluate whether our lives are truly shaped by God’s priorities. As we enter 2026 and consider our walk with 
God, instead of guessing what pleases Him, we’re reminded that He has already revealed it. 
 
Message Outline: 

I. God Expects Us to Realize His Righteous Acts 
 
Despite God's consistent faithfulness, we often stray and rebel. Reflect on God's unwavering commitment to His 
people and consider how we might be taking His faithfulness for granted. 
 
Micah 6:1-2 

•   The court comes to order: The prosecution (God) presents His case before the mountains, valleys, 
foundations—all of creation who has witnessed Israel’s disobedient behavior. 

Micah 6:3-5 
•   As Israel stepped to the witness stand, God asked them, “What have I done to you?” He had done 

nothing but good to Israel, and had been repaid with rejection and rebellion.  
o   I rescued you from slavery, I brought you into the wilderness to marry you and make you 

mine, to take care of you, feed you, clothe you, live with you  
o   I gave you spiritual leaders to guide and direct you, to show you my heart and my 

intentions, to help you live with Me in a “love-honor-and-obey” relationship 
o   I protected you from Balak and Balaam when they devised plans against you to hurt you 

and take you captive 
 

 
Talk About It:  
1.   How does the imagery of mountains and the foundations of the earth as witnesses impact your 

understanding of God's message? 
 
2.   If God asked you, “What have I done to you? How have I burdened you?”, how would you reply? 
 
3.   God invites Israel to testify against Him. It’s a profound expression of God's willingness to engage with His 

people, allowing them to voice their concerns. Does this give us the right to be angry with God? Why or 
why not?  

January 4, 2026 
, 2023 



  2 

 
4.   In what ways might we, like Israel, grow weary or burdened in our relationship with God, and how can we 

combat this weariness? 
 
5.   How has God reminded you of His faithfulness in your own story? 
 
 
II. God Expects Us to Realize Our Ridiculous Attempts 
God desires more than ritualistic observance to pacify Him; He seeks a heart of genuine worship and obedience. 
Evaluate your worship practices and ensure they align with a heart that is fully devoted to God. 

Micah 6:3-7 
•   Instead of living by faith in God’s saving acts, demonstrating I AM’s grace and immanence with his 

people, the petitioner hopes instead to meet God and earn his favor by escalating the size and 
material of his gifts. – B.K. Walkte 

•   Outwardly the worshipper appears very religious as he bows before God with gift in hand, but in 
truth his insulting questions betray a desperately wicked heart. Blinded to God’s gracious character 
and acts, he reasons within his own depraved frame of reference: he need not change, God must 
change. In effect, by his refusal to repent of his unbelief and injustice, he suggests that God, like man, 
can be bought! In the same way countless people spurn God’s gift of his Son who gave his life a 
ransom for many, and what these events typify, and substitute their own gifts. In truth, however, they 
are unwilling to trust the Lord Jesus Christ, the one who died for their sins and rose from the dead, 
enough to risk their lives for his kingdom. Instead of accepting spiritual regeneration, they hope to 
buy God off by their works. – B.K. Walkte 

 
 
Talk About It:  
1.   Based on the actions of many Christians, what do they seem to think God expects of them?   
 

2.   The Israelites thought God wanted more sacrifices. Where do you or have you seen the temptation in your 
own life to turn faith into performance? 

 

3.   Reflect on a situation where you, like the people of Israel, tried to solve a spiritual problem with a physical 
solution. What was the outcome? 

 

III. God Expects Us to Realize His Required Attitude 
The essence of true religion distills God's requirements into three core principles: justice, mercy, and humility. 
These are not just actions but attitudes that reflect a transformed heart. 
  
Micah 6:8 

•   Over and over again, God has explained fully and in great detail His covenant and what He considered 
good—acceptable before Him and good for them, for their flourishing, their blessing, their peace 

•   What does the LORD require of you…? – “let’s recap, let’s summarize, let’s go through it again.” 
o   patient teaching of a loving parent who is meeting their immature child where he/she is 

•   Do justice - not just a legal justice where we make sure everyone gets a fair trial and appropriate 
judicial verdict, but much more in the sense of carrying out the heart of the law (not just the letter) to 
ensure the well-being of those involved (James 1:27) 

•   Love kindness (mercy) - to willingly and genuinely show kindness to others for their blessing and well-
being – hesed: faithful, loyal, loving kindness (Matthew 23:23) 
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•   Walk humbly with your God - to live your life in conscious fellowship with a holy God, coupled with 
a humble, submissive spirit before Him (Psalm 51:16-17; Matthew 5:3) 

 
Talk About It:  
1.   How does your understanding of God’s character and faithfulness shape the way you pursue or respond to 

social justice? 
 
2.   Why do you think we often prefer revenge or resentment over mercy? 
 
3.   How has reading Micah 6 changed your perception of what it means to be obedient to God?  
 
4.   Micah calls us to walk humbly—not ahead of God in pride, and not behind Him in fear. Where do you sense 

you may be rushing ahead of God, or lagging behind Him, in your life right now? 
 
5.   What are ways you can make Micah 6:8 an action in your life? 
 
6.   How can you step outside your comfort zone to other areas the Lord may be desiring for you? 
 
 
Conclusion: 
Destructive and time-sucking habits are eating away at your life, robbing you of all that is precious and 
meaningful — literally stealing minutes of your ever-diminishing number of breaths you have left. Stop, look, 
listen, and discover what is really shaping and influencing you. Change your posture, be still and listen intently 
to God’s Word. God stands ready to write a beautiful next chapter of your life. 
 
 
Make It Practical: 

 
WALK HUMBLY WITH YOUR GOD 
“True humility is thinking rightly of thyself, not meanly. When you have found out what you really are, you will 
be humble, for you are nothing to boast of. To be humble will make you safe. To be humble will make you happy. 
To be humble will make music in your heart when you go to bed. To be humble here will make you wake up in 
the likeness of your Master by-and-by.” (Spurgeon) 
 
The Battle of Pride vs. Humility 
 

•   Matthew 5:3-11 - Jesus teaches us that succeeding in life requires humility before God. Many of us 
have been raised to believe in ourselves. This foundational belief leads us to pride and keeps us from 
being humble. If I can do all things and have accomplished so much, then why do I need God? 

 
•   Proverbs 16:5; 18 – The fastest way to pick a fight with God is through your pride. If you stop and 

think about it, every temptation you and I struggle with is rooted in pride. We struggle because deep 
down inside, we think we are smarter than God or we want something different from what God wants to 
give us. Skipping over the temptation and sin of pride is one of the greatest mistakes a man will ever 
make. The wisdom of Proverbs warns us that pride comes before destruction. Acting like you know 
better than God will create greater problems in your life—it’s only a matter of time. 

 
•   Mark 9:33-37 – Humility begins with a high view of God, it is lived out by a high ambition to serve the 

well-being of other people. Pride says what matters most is a man’s success. Humility says what matters 
most is to be “last and servant of all.” It’s not merely good enough to serve others; it is to serve others in 
a way that you are last. The upside-down statistic in the Kingdom of Jesus is that when you come last, 
you become great. 
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•   Romans 12:3 -7 – Having the right view of your need for God’s mercy will impact how you view the 

people around you. You will see that you are no better than any other person. We are all on equal 
ground when we stand before the holy God. When you understand that God has only given you certain 
abilities, you become humble because you will live as an interdependent human being. We all have 
limitations, and we all need each other to offset them. 

 
•   Philippians 2:1-5 – Humility is not something we naturally possess; it is the fruit of how we think about 

the needs of others in comparison to our own. When Jesus left Heaven to come to earth and die on the 
Cross, He demonstrated the attitude and mindset of humility. He obeyed His Father and made 
humanity’s need for a Savior the driving force in His life. Humility is cultivated by adopting the same 
attitude as Jesus. 

 
•   James 1:19-25 – Humility starts with the posture of “God is always right, and that means there is a 

good chance I am wrong.” Humility listens to what God says and then puts God’s truth into practice. 
 
 
Prayer Points: 
 
•   We thank you for your Word and that you've given us all that we need to live with love and hope in a dark 

world.  
•   Forgive us for sometimes trying to do things all on our own, and out of our wisdom in what we think seems 

best.  
•   Help us to live with a heart of justice, kindness and humility. 
•   Speak to us and lead us to the individual desires you want for our lives. 
•   Pray for the needs of the group 
 
 
 


