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Series: “Imperishable Crowns” 

The Rewards We Are Working For 
Pastor Jon Duncan 
 
Kick Start: 
How did this message impact you? 
 
Main Point: 
There is going to be a time of reward for the believer who fought the good fight, who finished the race, who kept 
the faith. We look forward to crowns that come from our Savior; rewards for faithful service and use of our 
giftedness for His glory. 
 
Introduction: 
When Jesus comes for his church, it will be followed by a time of rewards. Our Master is watching, listening 
and keeping track of our service. For the faithful servant He will entrust them with more opportunity for service. 
Don’t think more laborious work! We get the privilege to joyfully partner with Jesus in the work of His eternal 
kingdom. We look forward to the day when we will receive our rewards in heaven, which is first and foremost 
being with Christ. 
 
Message Outline: 

I. The Crown 
In the NT the rewards that are promised to us are referred to as crowns. The Bible mentions different crowns a 
person can receive in heaven. By keeping our focus in this life on Christ and on eternity, we can live 
intentionally and run the race to receive the rewards He has promised. 
 
2 Timothy 4:6-8  

•   The Certainty of Reward 
Believers can be assured of the reward awaiting them for their faithfulness. This certainty should 
motivate us to live righteously and serve diligently. 

•   Longing for Christ's Return 
A genuine desire for Jesus' return is a mark of true faith. This longing should influence our daily 
decisions and priorities. 

•   The Righteous Judge 
Jesus, as the righteous Judge, ensures that all judgments are fair and just. We can trust His decisions and 
live with integrity, knowing He sees all. 

•   Encouragement in Trials 
Paul’s confidence in his reward despite his trials encourages us to persevere through difficulties, 
knowing our labor is not in vain. 

•   Community of Believers 
The promise of the crown is not just for Paul but for all who love Christ's appearing, highlighting the 
communal aspect of faith and the shared hope among believers. 

 
Talk About It:  
1.   Like Paul, in what ways do you view your life being poured out as a “drink offering”?  
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2.   What does the phrase "I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith" mean to 
you personally?  

 
 
3.   Reflect on your own "race" of faith. What are some challenges you've faced, and how have you seen God's 

grace in your journey? 
 
 
4.   What role does God’s grace play in receiving these heavenly crowns, and how does that shape our 

understanding of faithful living?  
 
 
5.   How might reflecting on the heavenly crowns encourage us to persevere and live faithfully through 

challenges in life and ministry?  
 
 
II. The Stephanos 
The crown, “stephanos” in the Greek, was badge of royalty, a prize awarded in the ancient Greek games. 
Literally it was a wreath or garland of leaves placed on a victor’s head for winning an athletic contest. The 
stephanos were awarded to the winners on a raised platform known as the “bema”. For the believer the “bema” 
Judgement Seat of Christ will not be a place of condemnation for sin but a place of testing and reward — a time 
when we will be called on render an accounting of what we did for Jesus. 
  
1 Corinthians 9:24-27  
2 Corinthians 5:10 

•   Run with Purpose 
Just as athletes train with a clear goal, Christians should live with intentionality, focusing on their 
spiritual growth and ultimate reward. 

•   Personal Responsibility 
We are individually responsible for our actions. This personal accountability should encourage us to 
examine our lives and align them with God's will. 

•   The Nature of Our Deeds 
Our deeds, whether good or bad, will be evaluated. This underscores the importance of living a life that 
reflects Christ’s teachings and values. 

•   Discipline and Self-Control 
Like athletes, believers must exercise self-discipline, avoiding distractions and sins that hinder their 
spiritual progress. 

•   Eternal Perspective 
The prize for Christians is eternal, unlike the temporary rewards of this world. Keeping an eternal 
perspective helps maintain motivation and perseverance. 

 
 
 
Talk About It:  

1.   In 1 Corinthians 9:25 the work “competes” is agonizomai meaning to agonize, which describes 
what an athlete goes through to win. Why do you think Paul compares faith to something 
“agonizing” rather than easy?  

 



  3 

2.   What are some examples of self-discipline that you practice every day in your daily routine? Are 
there things that you would like to accomplish in your walk with Jesus that require self-discipline?  

 

 

3.   What personal “race” are you currently running, and how are you making sure you’re not 
disqualified? 

 

 

III. The Test 
To obey God’s Word and be faithful with what he has given is to build wisely using precious metals and stones. 
But to disregard his Word and live for yourself is to build foolishly using worthless materials. Such work just 
won’t last. When standing before the judgment seat of Christ the quality of our work will be tested by fire to 
determine our level of loss or rewards. 
  
1 Corinthians 3:10-15 
 
 
Talk About It:  
1.   How should the reality of the judgment seat of Christ impact the way you live out your faith each day? 
 
2.   In what areas of your life are you building with eternal value (gold, silver, precious stones), and where 

might you be focusing on temporary things (wood, hay, stubble)? 
 
 
 
Conclusion: 
In a world where personal success and recognition are highly valued, this reminds us to prioritize our 
relationship with God above all else. The crowns represent rewards for faithfulness, which we are to lay before 
Jesus as an offering of gratitude and worship. We should hold our accomplishments loosely, always giving 
credit to God for our successes. It also invites us to consider how we can use our resources and abilities to serve 
others, following Christ's example of humility and service. 

 
Make It Practical: 

 
RUNNING THE RACE OF FAITH 
Back in 1968, the Summer Olympics were held in Mexico City. It was 7 o'clock PM one evening for the 26 mile 
marathon event. All the contestants had crossed the finish line but one. Suddenly the crowd noticed a vehicle 
coming through with a siren, as the last runner came staggering into the arena. He was wearing the colors of 
Tanzania, his country. His name was John Stephen Akhwari. As he came into the arena, the crowd stood on 
their feet and began to applaud. And here's why. They noticed he had been badly injured. They noticed he was 
bloodied and bandaged. He had fallen in the race early on, but he kept running. And though he came in last 
place as he stumbled and staggered over to the finish line, they cheered him like he was the winner. 
 
Well, after it was all done, somebody on the field said, why didn't you just drop out? You were injured so long 
ago, but you got back up and continued to run. Why? And he said simply this. “My country did not send me 
7,000 miles to start the race. They sent me 7,000 miles to finish the race. That's a winner. I finished the race.” 
 
What are you willing to do? What are you willing to give up to finish the race with joy, like Paul said? Only one 
life. It will soon pass. Only what's done for Christ will last. 
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1. Understanding the Race 
The Christian life isn’t a leisurely stroll but a demanding race full of challenges, endurance tests, and even 
agony. Faith doesn’t make life easier; it equips us to persevere through hardships because Jesus is worth it. 
Reflect on how your faith journey mirrors this race: it’s hard, but it’s part of a greater story where God works 
through our struggles for His glory. ( Hebrews 12:1-3 ) 
2. Remember the Witnesses 
We are surrounded by a “cloud of witnesses”—not spectators watching us, but pacesetters like Abel, Noah, 
Abraham, and modern faithful like Charles Spurgeon or Billy Graham. Their lives testify that faith in God leads 
to perseverance. Remember, you’re part of a timeless story; your race inspires others. Let these examples push 
you to run with deeper faith, hearing their witness: “Keep going... He’s worth it!” ( Hebrews 11:1-40 ) 
3. Remove Weights and Sin 
To run effectively, we must “lay aside every weight and sin.” Weights are lesser loves—morally neutral things 
like hobbies, social media, or even good pursuits—that hinder our endurance when they become ultimate. Sin 
clings closely, rooted in lust of the eyes, flesh, or pride. Aggressively throw them off! By removing these, we 
make room for the feast God offers, running unhindered toward Christ. ( Romans 8:12-13 ) 
4. Run with Endurance 
We’re called to “run with endurance the race set before us”—no shortcuts, no sidelines. Your path is unique, 
including trials that build strength. Endurance comes from discipline: daily time in God’s Word, prayer, 
gratitude, and delighting in His presence. Train like an athlete, fighting the good fight, knowing the goal is to 
win for God’s glory. Run intentionally, without reservation! ( 1 Corinthians 9:24-27 ) 
5. Fix your eyes on Jesus 
He is the founder and perfecter of our faith. He endured the cross for joy, winning the race on our behalf. When 
exhaustion hits and you fall — like John Stephen Akhwari — focus on Him, not distractions. He’s the starting 
line, finish line, and ultimate example. ( Philippians 1:3-6 ) 
 
Prayer Points: 
 
•   Thank You for calling us into this race of faith. Help us see our race not as a burden but as an opportunity to 

glorify You. Give us strength to start strong, knowing Jesus is worth every step. 
•   Thank You for the pacesetters who have gone before us. Help us learn from their faith and perseverance. 

May their stories strengthen us to run our race well, passing the baton of faith to others. 
•   Reveal the weights and sins hindering our race. Give us courage to throw them off aggressively. 
•   Empower us to run our race with endurance and discipline. 
•   Remind us that the victory is won—keep us running toward You, our eternal joy. 
•   Pray for the needs of the group 


