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Series: “Imperishable Crowns” 

The Crowns 
Pastor Jon Duncan 
 
Kick Start: 
How did this message impact you? 
 
Main Point: 
With every breath we have remaining there are opportunities to serve our great God. For the faithful servant, at 
least five specific crowns promised in the Bible are set aside for God’s servants. Is there one awaiting you? 
 
Introduction: 
God knows everything specific thing about you and how that might affect your receiving eternal crowns. Are 
you a believer who tirelessly fought against the sin nature to pursue personal holiness? Or a believer who didn’t 
put that much effort into that pursuit? Maybe you’re someone who thinks they serve Christ but will discover that 
He never knew you. Even in the rewards that we will be given, our spiritual condition will be revealed. If the 
Holy Spirit is your guiding and motivating force, the things that you instinctively do, will never be forgotten by 
our Lord Jesus. So, there are five heavenly crowns that will be awarded to believers: 
 
 
Message Outline: 

I. The Imperishable Crown 
(AKA: Victor’s, Unfading Crown of Self-control, Crown of Mastery). This reward will be awarded those 
believers who consistently bring the flesh under the Holy Spirit’s control, refusing to be enslaved by their sinful 
nature. 
 
1 Corinthians 9:24–27  

•   In every area of life, the athlete chooses what is best for his goal “an athlete leads his body, he does 
not follow it” 

•   Striving against the flesh (i.e. the “old man within us”, our fallenness, our brokenness) 
•   Disciplining ourselves to practice self-control, making every effort to keep the flesh in subjection. 

 
Talk About It:  
1.   What does the phrase "disciplining his body to keep it under control" mean in the context of your life? 
 
2.   Reflect on a time when you felt disqualified in your spiritual journey. How can Paul's teachings in  

1 Corinthians 9:27 encourage you to persevere? 
 
 
II. The Crown of Righteousness 
The crown of righteousness will be awarded those who live each day, loving, watching and anticipating the 
Lord’s return.  
  
2 Timothy 4:8 
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•   Being careful to live in obedience to God’s will, and serve faithfully using the gifts, talents, 
abilities, and resources that God had given to him or her. 

•   Our incentive to live a righteous and holy life is the promise of the Lord’s appearing 
 
 
Talk About It:  
1.   How are you ensuring that you will be able to say the same things Paul did at the end of your life? 

 

2.   How does understanding Jesus as the "righteous Judge" impact your view of justice and fairness in the 
world? 

 

 

III. The Crown of Rejoicing 
(AKA: Crown of Honor, Soul-Winners Crown).  Our Lord will distribute this crown to those servants who are 
faithful to declare the gospel, lead souls to Christ, and build them up in Him. And remember: the rewards at this 
judgment will be based on quality not quantity. 
  
1 Thessalonians 2:19 

•   What will be our greatest glory? That God used us in a very small part in salvation. 
•   Awarded for leading others to faith in Christ—every time you read the Bible to your children and pray 

with them in hopes that one day they will accept Jesus as Savior; every question you answer, every 
conversation you lead toward the gospel, everything you do to encourage people on to Jesus 

 
 
Talk About It:  
1.   How does the courage of Paul and his companions in sharing the gospel, despite previous suffering, inspire 

you? 
 
 
2.   Where do feel that you fall short of the Great Commission and what steps can you commit to in making a 

greater effort to share the gospel? 
 
 
IV. The Crown of Life 
(AKA Overcomer’s crown, Martyr’s crown, Past-the-test Crown). This wonderful reward awaits those saints 
who suffered in a noble manner during their earthly life. This crown is not promised simply to those who endure 
suffering and trials . . . but to those who endure their trials, loving the Savior through all the pain and anguish! 
  
Revelation 2:10 
James 1:12 

•   Enduring suffering for the glory of God  
•   Remaining faithful to Christ until your death 

 
Talk About It:  
1.   What does "be faithful, even unto death" mean for Christians today? And do you think you will remain 

faithful until death? How are you ensuring that you will? 
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2.   In what ways can understanding the temporary nature of suffering help you endure current challenges? 
 
 
V. The Crown of Glory 
Reserved for pastors, elders, ministry leaders, Sunday School teachers — servants who serve their congregations 
willingly, faithfully, and consistently, assuming leadership over their group and taking an active interest in their 
spiritual growth and development! 
  
1 Peter 5:1-4 
 
 
Talk About It:  
1.   How does this passge enlighten you about the concepts of spiritual maturity and servant leadership? 
 
2.   How should understanding that the flock is God’s affect a servant leader’s service? 
 
3.   What actions do you think hinder the job of a servant leader and what can you do to help make their job or 

service more fruitful? 
 
 
 
 
Conclusion: 
Revelation 4:9 tells us that in an act of praise and worship to our King and Savior, faithful servants will cast our 
crowns before Him. Our entire life’s work will be given back to the One who died for us, to the One who was 
willing to use us to accomplish His work on earth. We will go through eternity not with crowns on our head but 
with joy on our faces because we’ll be wrapped with the righteousness of Jesus Christ. 

 
Make It Practical: 

 
STORE UP TREASURES IN HEAVEN 
Storing up treasures in heaven means prioritizing a relationship with Jesus and living for His kingdom. By living 
to honor Him, we store up eternal rewards that far surpass anything temporary in this life. 
 

•   Jesus commanded us to store up treasures in heaven. He told us that where our treasure is, there our 
heart will be also (Matthew 6:20–21). 

•   We need to have our hearts set on Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith (Hebrews 12:1–3). 
•   If we want to store up treasures in heaven, we need to have our hearts set on the things of heaven 

(Colossians 3:2–4). 
•   Jesus should be our primary treasure. When we treasure Jesus more than anything else, we devote the 

best of our available resources to Him—our time, talent, energy, money, and material goods  
(1 Corinthians 10:31). 

•   As we live for Christ, becoming more like Him, we are storing up treasures in heaven. Even the smallest 
acts we do for others do not go unnoticed by God (Matthew 10:42). 

•   Persecution is promised to the believer: "Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will 
be persecuted" (2 Timothy 3:12; cf. Matthew 10:16–23). When we are persecuted for Christ's sake, we 
are storing up treasures in heaven. 

•   God promises that the sacrifices we make for the sake of the gospel will not be in vain (Romans 8:18;  
1 Corinthians 15:58). 
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•   The Bible talks of rewards and crowns awaiting Christ followers in heaven (Matthew 10:41; 2 Timothy 
4:8; Revelation 22:12). Our responsibility is to stay connected to God and not succumb to false 
teachings so we may have our full reward (2 John 1:8). We look forward to the day when we will 
receive our treasures in heaven, which is first and foremost being with Christ. 

•   We should live our lives keeping God at the center: "Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord 
and not for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are 
serving the Lord Christ" (Colossians 3:23–24). In doing this, we will store up treasures in heaven. 

 
 
 
Prayer Points: 
 
•   Thank You for calling us to salvation Father.  
•   Please help us to take a serious look at our life now and evaluate where we need to make changes.  
•   At the Bema we do not want to look into Jesus’ eyes while feeling regret and sadness — we want to look 

into His eyes, knowing that we did all He asked of us to fulfill His plan for my life.  
•   Help us to live at all times with eternity at the forefront of our minds. 
•   Pray for the needs of the group 


