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Series: “Look Up: The Times of the Signs”

Parable of the Ten Virgins

Pastor Jon Duncan

Kick Start:
What new or fresh truth was revealed to you after hearing this message?

Main Point:

Jesus told this story to illustrate that not every professing Christian will enter heaven. You can go to church,
carry a bible, and come from a Christian family, but as ten foolish virgins discovered, without oil — an
outworking of saving faith produced by the Holy Spirit — there can be no true salvation.

Introduction:

This is not our home. This is not our final destination. God uses the brokenness of the human heart and the
difficult and bad things that happen in this world to warn us that unless we are preparing now, we are going to
miss out on the eternal home He has created for us. This parable challenges us to be ready to meet the Lord.

Message Outline:

1. The Back Story

To help us fully appreciate this parable, an understanding of the Jewish Wedding and the parallels between it
and our relationship with Christ, encourages us to see the beauty, love, and joy found in our relationship with
God our Father.

The Jewish Wedding

1. Arrangement — fathers discuss dowry to replace great loss of daughter. Dowry for Church was paid by God
the Father in the price of the blood of his Son.

2. Preparation — betrothal period, prove purity of bride, son returns to Father’s house to build room onto house
for bride. Represents Church Age—purity and faithfulness demonstrated while our future home is being built by
Groom.

3. Fetching of the Bride — groom comes for his wife, trumpet sounds, groom takes bring back to father’s home.
Represents rapture of the church.

4. Ceremony - small ceremony in Father’s house, few invited usually immediate family and 2 witnesses. Will
take place during Tribulation Period with saints already in heaven.

5. Marriage Feast — post ceremony celebration takes place, many invited, sometimes whole village, only those
with wedding garments can attend—indicates respect for family and preparation to attend, can last up to 7 days.
The marriage supper of the Lamb celebrates the final union of Christ and His Church.

6. Home for the Bride — provided by the groom, usually a room or suite built on to Father’s house during
betrothal stage. Represents our eternal home provided by Jesus.

Talk About It:

1. What is the significance of the "betrothal period" for Christians today, and how does this concept impact our
daily walk with Christ?



2. How do different views on the rapture (pre-, mid-, or post-tribulation) affect our understanding of the timing
and nature of the marriage supper of the Lamb, and, regardless of perspective, what can we all look forward
to?

3. What comes to mind when you think of the words in (John 14:2-3)?

Il. The Story

The point of this parable is simple — be wise and ready (having salvation). The price for failing to be ready (not
having or assuming salvation) is too high.

Matthew 25:1-13

e The Kingdom of Heaven = the spiritual readiness required for entry into eternal life.

e Virgins = bridesmaids (those professing belief in Him)

e Lamps = torches (Jn 18:3 carried by soldiers who arrested Jesus): tightly wrapped cloth around poles.
Symbolize preparedness - outward identity with followers of Christ

e Bridegroom = Jesus

e Meeting the Bridegroom = Symbolizes the Coming of Christ, where believers must be prepared to meet
their Savior.

“By no means all who read the Bible, attend and even belong to a church, sing the songs of salvation, make
public profession of faith, even preach in Christ’s name, are going to share in the blessings of Christ’s
return. Some are sensible[wise]. Religion with them is not sham and pretense. They believe in being
prepared by faith in the Savior and live dedicated to him and therefore to God. Others are foolish. “They
have a _form of piety but deny its power” (Il Tim. 3:5; cf. Matt. 7:22, 23). Unprepared they travel on—to
meet the Judge.”

Talk About It:

1. In what ways can we ensure our spiritual lamps are always ready?

2. What practical things made the wise virgins wise and how do their actions reflect in the actions of a true
believer today?

3. What practical things made the foolish virgins foolish and how do their actions reflect in the actions of
unbelievers today?

4. What lessons on preparedness can we learn from the phrase the "bridegroom was delayed?”

5. How can Matthew 25:11 inspire urgency in sharing the Gospel with others?



Conclusion:

We need to be ready for Christ's return at any time since we do not know the day or the hour. We should not be
like the foolish virgins who were caught off guard and unprepared when the bridegroom came. We should live
in a state of readiness and anticipation, looking for his appearance and longing for his presence.

Make It Practical:

DO YOU HAVE OIL?

In many Biblical passages oil, is an emblem of the Holy Spirit (such as Zechariah 4:1-7). Olive oil was used in
those days to fuel the lamps. The two olive trees supply oil to the bowl. The graphic picture is of limitless oil,
supplied automatically without human effort, flowing from the trees down to the bowl, down to the lamps.

Without oil the wedding party in the parable was not ready for the bridegroom. Without the Holy Spirit, no one
is ready for the return of Jesus. Practically, Olive oil is a good representation of the Holy Spirit for many
reasons:

1. Oil lubricates when used for that purpose — there is little friction and wear among those who are lubricated
by the Spirit of God. (Galatians 6:1; Ephesians 4:31-32)

2. Oil heals and was used as a medicinal treatment in Biblical times (Luke 10:34) — the Spirit of God brings
healing and restoration. (2 Corinthians 5:17; 1 Corinthians 12:9; Acts 28:8-9)

3. Oil lights when it is burned in a lamp — where the Spirit of God is, there is light. (Psalm 119:105)

4. Oil warms when it is used as fuel for a flame — where the Spirit of God is, there is warmth and comfort.
(2 Corinthians 1:3-4; Matthew 25:36-40)

5. Oil invigorates when used to massage — the Holy Spirit invigorates us for His service. (Galatians 5:22-23)

6. Oil adorns when applied as a perfume — the Holy Spirit adorns us and makes us more pleasant to be around.
(Romans 8:26-27; John 14:26)

7. Oil polishes when used to shine metal — the Holy Spirit wipes away our grime and smooths out our rough
edges. (2 Timothy 3:16-17)

No one can be a true Christian without the indwelling Holy Spirit, as it says in Romans 8:9: “Now if anyone
does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.” In this parable Jesus probably did not intend a separation
between “Spirit-filled” and “Non-Spirit-filled” Christians; the distinction is between true Christians and false
believers. Nevertheless, a key to Christian readiness is to be constantly being filled with the Holy Spirit
(Ephesians 5:18). Much of the weakness, defeat and lethargy in our spiritual lives can be explained if we are not
constantly being filled with the Holy Spirit.

Prayer Points:

Thank God for the salvation He gave us and accept the offer if you have not yet done so.
Prayer for His help in being wise, longing for and prepared for His coming

Pray to be emboldened to share the Good News with others.

Pray to live with proof that the oil (Holy Spirit) is helping to burn bright with you.

Pray for the needs of the group



