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Series: “Look Up: The Times of the Signs”

The Signs of the Coming of the Lord

Pastor Jon Duncan

Kick Start:
What new or fresh truth was revealed to you after hearing this message?

Main Point:

Jesus reminds us that as we’re living our lives we need to keep in the forefront of our minds that He is coming
back. His word is trustworthy. Our opportunities to witness are grains of sand through our hands and we need to
take advantage of every one of them that we can.

Introduction:

Jesus gives specific answers and signs to the disciples three questions. 1. When shall these things be?
(Destruction of the temple fulfilled in A.D. 70.). 3. What will be the sign that this Age is ending and the
Messianic Age is beginning? World wars:1914-1945, beginning of sorrows—deception, famines pestilences,
and earthquakes—culminating in the Tribulation). 2. What will be the sign of your Coming? (Not Rapture. At
the end of the Tribulation when the Lord comes in power and glory and steps His feet on the Mount of Olives.)

Message Outline:

1. Coming with the Clouds

Jesus assures us of His return, which will be unmistakable global event, a never-ending flash of brilliant light
that shatters the pitch-black darkness that has enveloped the world as the heavens are falling apart—and every
eye will see Him! Believers should live with the expectation and hope of His coming.

Matthew 24.27 - For as the lightning comes from the east and shines as far as the west, so will be the coming of
the Son of Man.

Matthew 24:29-30 - Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will
not give its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. *° Then will
appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the
Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.

Luke 21:25-28 - And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of nations in
perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, *° people fainting with fear and with foreboding of
what is coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken. *” And then they will see the Son of
Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. ** Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up
and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.

Talk About It:
1. How does the metaphor of lightning help us understand the nature of Christ's return?

2. How do the descriptions of Christ's return in other scriptures (Revelation 1:7, Acts 1:9-11, Zechariah 14:4,
Matthew 16:27, Isaiah 9:6-7) complement the imagery used in Matthew 24:27?



3. How does the imagery of cosmic disturbances in Matthew 24:29 help us understand the seriousness of the
end times? How might this encourage us to live with hope and purpose?

4. In what ways can believers maintain peace and trust in God amidst the dismay and confusion described in
Luke 12:25-26?

5. How does the promise of redemption in Luke 21:28 provide hope and encouragement in your current life
circumstances?

6. In what ways can you heed Christ’s command to "straighten up and raise your heads" in anticipation of His
return, as instructed in Luke 21:28?

I1. Culmination of World History

The “elect” from heaven and earth are gathered and assembled before Christ. This is the culmination of world
history, ushering in the millennial reign of Christ. Jewish prophets also talked often and at length about the
regathering of Israel, so after the Second Coming, Jesus briefly outlines how it will happen.

Matthew 24:31 - And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the
four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.

o Matthew 24:31 corresponds with Isaiah 27:13, signaled by sound of a trumpet:
Isaiah 27:13 - And in that day a great trumpet will be blown, and those who were lost in the land of Assyria
and those who were driven out to the land of Egypt will come and worship the LORD on the holy mountain
at Jerusalem.

Mark 13:27 - And then He will send His angels, and gather together His elect from the four winds, from the
farthest part of earth to the farthest part of heaven.

e Mark 13.27 corresponds with Dt 30.4: final restoration will come from earth (believing survivors of TP, 1/3
of Israel) and from heaven: Deuteronomy 30:3-4 - then the LORD your God will restore your fortunes and
have mercy on you, and he will gather you again from all the peoples where the LORD your God has
scattered you. * If your outcasts are in the uttermost parts of heaven, from there the LORD your God will
gather you, and from there he will take you.

Talk About It:

1. Thinking back to angelic appearances and interactions throughout biblical history, how might this encourage
us to recognize and respond to God's presence and activity in our lives today?

2. How should the final gathering of the elect shape our priorities as believers?

3. How does the promise of Israel's restoration give you hope in your current situation?
4. How does the final verse of Isaiah 27:13 encourage you in your faith and your longing for final redemption?

5. What implications does the idea of God gathering His people "from the remotest parts of the earth" have for
our understanding of His omnipresence?

111. Certainty of Christ’s Return

Although we can’t know the day and the hour of the Second Coming of Jesus, the parable of the fig tree tells us
we can watch for signs. Just as a fig tree bears fruit in season, Jesus will come when the time is right.

Matthew 24:32-35 - “From the fig tree learn its lesson. as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its
leaves, you know that summer is near. 33 So also, when you see all these things, you know that he is near, at the
very gates. ** Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. * Heaven
and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.



Luke 21:29 - And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees.

Talk About It:
1. How do the seasons in nature reflect God's faithfulness and order in your own life?
2. How can we apply the lesson of spiritual awareness from this parable to our daily walk with Christ?

3. What is your understanding of Matthew 24:34? How does understanding the different interpretations of "this
generation" affect your view of Jesus' prophecy?

4. Share how Jesus’ statement in v.25 impacts you?

Conclusion:

The most important thing that Christians have been called to do in the face of Jesus’ impending return is to
preach the gospel to all the nations. When the Son of Man comes, he will not quiz people to see whose
predictions on the date were most accurate; rather, he will want to know what we were doing while we waited.
Were we faithful? Were we proclaiming the gospel to all the nations? Were we enduring suffering? Were we
fulfilling our assigned tasks? That is why Jesus warns his disciples to be on their guard.

Make It Practical:

WERE WE FAITHFUL?

Faithfulness is a fundamental theme woven throughout Scripture, revealing both the character of God and the
calling of believers. It goes beyond mere loyalty or trustworthiness; it’s a deep, enduring commitment that
reflects God’s nature and His covenant with humanity.

8 characteristics of a faithful Christian servant.

Colossians 3:12-13

Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness,
longsuffering; * bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against
another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do.

Holy (1 Thessalonians 4:3-8)

To be holy means to be set apart from sin and evil. To live a holy life, to separate ourselves from sin,
we must see ourselves as God does—as born-again children of the Most High, clothed with the
righteousness of Christ.

Mercy (Luke 6:36; Matthew 18:33-35)

On a human level, mercy is the benevolent or compassionate treatment of someone suffering or in need. Mercy
is an attitude that moves us to act on behalf of the unfortunate. Believers must show the same mercy and
compassion toward one another that God demonstrates toward them.

Kind (Romans 11:22)

When we exhibit the kindness of God, we are tender, benevolent, and useful to others. Every action, every word
will have the flavor of grace in it. To maintain this attitude toward those we love is hard enough. To express
kindness toward those who are against us requires the work of God.



Humble (Mark 10:42-45)
A faithful Christian servant does not act in a way that is superior over others, remember that he/she is first a
servant. He will remember why Jesus came to earth — to humbly give his life for all.

Meek (Ephesians 4:2-3)
Being meek does not mean you’re weak. It means controlled strength. You are meek when you are gentle, quiet
and submissive. A faithful servant knows when it is necessary to be meek and serves in a way that displays this
Christ-like characteristic.

Longsuffering (James 5:7:11)
When we are patient, we leave room for God to work in our hearts and in our relationships. We lay down our
schedule and trust in God’s. We thank Him for what and whom He’s brought into our lives. We let God be God.

Forbearance (1 Corinthians 4:5)
To forbear is to abstain or hold back; forbearance is parallel to patience and self-control. Make allowance for
each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you.

Forgiving (Matthew 18:21-35)

The word "forgive" means to wipe the slate clean, to pardon, to cancel a debt. When we wrong someone, we
seek their forgiveness in order for the relationship to be restored. Forgiveness is not granted because a person
deserves to be forgiven. No one deserves to be forgiven. Forgiveness is an act of love, mercy, and grace.
Forgiveness is a decision to not hold something against another person, despite what they have done to you.

We can be a faithful servant, do great works and persevere through trials and still lose sight of loving God.
Saying or doing the right thing is meaningless without love (1 Corinthians 13:1-3). We must not forsake our
first love, and we must continue doing the things that encourage our love for God.

Prayer Points:

e Pray for the needs of the group



