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Series: “Look Up: The Times of the Signs” 

The Rapture: Our Blessed Hope 
Pastor Jon Duncan 
 
Kick Start: 
What new or fresh truth was revealed to you after hearing this message? 
 
Main Point: 
Knowing the biblical teaching about the Rapture—the imminent return of Jesus our Lord—should affect us in 
the way we live. It should also bring us hope. What if He were to come back today? Would you be ready? Or 
would you be left behind? It’s all up to you. 
 
 
Introduction: 
Jesus answers the disciple’s questions and provides an illustration of the fig tree letting them know when they 
see “these things begin to take place” know that my coming is close. Then it seems Jesus takes a different 
direction as He relays in Matthew 24:36 that no one knows the day our hour of His coming. It is this verse that 
helps us to see the hope and encouraging promise in the rapture of the church.  
      
 
Message Outline: 

I. The Mystery of the Rapture 
The mystery of the rapture wasn’t taught in Jesus’ day. It is a mystery because it was unknown to God’s people 
until it was revealed to Paul by the Lord. It’s known as the blessed hope. Jesus finished speaking about the signs 
preceding His Second Coming at the end of the Tribulation and now changes the subject. 
 

Titus 2:11-14 - For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12 training us to renounce 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 13 
waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave 
himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who 
are zealous for good works. 

Matthew 24.36 - 44 - But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the 
Son, but the Father only. 

 
Talk About It:  
1.   Why is the rapture considered the “blessed” hope?  
 
2.   What does "no one knows the day or hour" teach about God's sovereignty?  

 
3.   How can Matthew 24:36 encourage us to trust God's timing in our lives?  
 
4.   Why does Matthew 24:36 emphasize only the Father knows the day and hour of the end?  
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II. The Markers of the Rapture 
The Bible clearly teaches that the rapture will happen, but it does not specify when, leading to different views on 
its timing. Regardless of the timing, the rapture gives believers hope and encouragement, assuring them of their 
ultimate reunion with Christ. Distinct markers support that the rapture and second coming are separate future 
events. A pre-tribulation view, holds that believers will be taken before the tribulation begins, and Jesus could 
come at any time and this hope becomes a transforming reality in this life. 

1. Jesus Changes Subjects - Matthew 24:36 - But concerning that day and hour…. 

•   Peri de (Περὶ δὲ) = Moreover, even though, however: contrastive introduction of new and very different 
subject 

o   1 Corinthians 7:1 Now concerning the matters about which you wrote: marriage 
o   1 Corinthians 8:1 Now concerning food offered to idols...  
o   1 Corinthians 12:1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers… 
o   1 Corinthians 16:1 Now concerning the collection for the saints… 
o   1 Thessalonians 5:1 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers: 2nd coming 

2. Two “returns” of Jesus - Matthew 24:36 - … no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but 
the Father only. 

•   How can the day of Jesus’ coming be both completely unknown, and at the same time be known to the day 
according to Daniel 12:11?  

•   Second coming will happen 3.5 years, 42 months, 1260 days after Abomination of Desolation 

3. Day’s of Noah vs. Day’s of Tribulation - Matthew 24:36-39 - For as were the days of Noah, so will be the 
coming of the Son of Man…. were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when 
Noah entered the ark… 

•   “taken” (swept: ἦρεν) = To raise, lift up, remove in v. 39 not same word as “taken” of 40-41 
(παραλαµβάνεται) = to be carried off:  They do not necessarily refer to the same event 

•   Revelation 18:9, 11, 17, 36-39  

•   Revelation 6.15-17 

4. The event will separate believers from unbelievers - Matthew 24:40-42 - Then two men will be in the field; 
one will be taken and one left 41 Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one left. 42 
Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 
•   John 14.1-3 
•   1 Corinthians 15.50-58 
•   1 Thessalonians 4:13 
 
5. Watch in order to escape Tribulation - Luke 21:34-36 - But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed 
down with dissipation and drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap.35 
For it will come upon all who dwell on the face of the whole earth. 36 But stay awake at all times, praying that 
you may have strength to escape all these things that are going to take place, and to stand before the Son of 
Man. 
•   If you are on earth, you are going through Tribulation, no exceptions 
•   Jesus gives strong encouragement—almost pleading, begging—to be ready for this event 
•   How does a person have “strength to escape all these things” and “to stand before the Son of Man”? 
•   Only possible answer: to be saved and raptured before the Tribulation Period begins 

o   Throughout Olivet Discourse: 
o   Watch = “to be ready” 
o   Watching is equivalent to readiness 
o   Readiness is equivalent to salvation 
o   Salvation from Tribulation Period is only possible by accepting Christ as Savior before Rapture 
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Talk About It:  
1.   Discuss as a group the differences between the Rapture and the Second Coming.  

2.   How do these differences of the two phases of Christ’s return stir your heart and actions toward unbelievers? 

3.   How can we apply the lesson of "one taken and one left" today?  

4.   What are some other arguments in favor of the Pre-Tribulation rapture?  
 
5.   What signs today resemble "the days of Noah" mentioned in Matthew 24:37?  
 
6.   Genesis 6:8 says “Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord.” In what ways can we seek God's favor in our 

daily lives?  
 
7.   Why does Jesus in Luke 21:34 warn about the dangers of indulgence and distraction and how do we see that 

in modern life?  
 
 
Conclusion: 
The only way to escape the Tribulation is to be off the earth when it occurs. The only way to be off the earth is 
to be raptured. When raptured, we will stand before Son of Man—we will be in the presence of Jesus. This is 
only possible by the strength of Jesus, His shed blood for us, His gracious relocation of His Bride—the church—
before the tribulation begins. Make sure you’re rapture ready. 
 
 
Make It Practical: 

 
RAPTURE READY 
At some point in the future, Christ will return for His bride, the church, and evacuate believers from earth before 
the start of a seven-year period in which God will pour out His wrath on an unbelieving world. The tribulation 
will climax with the bodily return of Christ, after which He will establish a perfect reign that lasts one thousand 
years. Knowing about the rapture encourages us with hope. That is why Paul’s teaching on the rapture ends with 
the exhortation to ‘encourage one another with these words.’ Are you rapture ready? 
 
Guarding Against False Assumptions 
•   “I have time.” Jesus’ illustration shows no advanced notice (Matthew 24:44). 
•   “Being near believers is enough.” Shared workplaces did not save the one left behind (Matt. 7:21-23). 
•   “When life gets extreme, I’ll get serious.” Normalcy blinded Noah’s generation (Matt. 24:38-39); normalcy 

will blind many again. 
 
Encouragement from Related Scriptures 
• John 14:3 - Christ’s promise of return is meant to comfort, not terrify, believers. 
• Philippians 3:20 - Our citizenship is already in heaven; we await our Savior. 
• 1 John 2:28 - Abiding in Him now ensures confidence rather than shame at His appearing. 
 
Practical Takeaways for Everyday Life 
• Start each day with the mindset, “Today could be the day” (Matthew 24:42). 
• Stay anchored in God’s Word rather than shifting cultural opinions (Psalm 119:105) 
• Evaluate weekly schedules—do they reflect Kingdom priorities? 
• Keep short accounts with people; reconcile quickly (Ephesians 4:26-27). 
• Stay alert to spiritual complacency; routine is not neutral (1 Thessalonians 5:6, Revelation 3:2-3). 
• Prioritize obedience over merely hearing God’s Word (James 1:22-24). 
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• Invest in eternal matters—time, talents, resources—because they follow us into eternity (Matthew 6:19-21,  
1 Timothy 6:18-19). 

• Memorize key “readiness” verses (e.g., Titus 2:13) to anchor the heart. 
• Celebrate the certainty of Christ’s coming; anticipation fuels holiness (1 John 3:3). 
• Encourage others toward readiness; love warns (2 Corinthians 5:11, Jude 23). 
• Use ordinary tasks—work, meals, errands—as contexts for faithful witness. 
• Labor faithfully, knowing every warning and act of love may be the final invitation someone receives before 

the “doors of the ark” close. 
 
 
 
Prayer Points: 
 
•   Pray for the needs of the group 


