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Series: “Look Up: The Times of the Signs” 

The Signs of the End of the Age, Pt. 3 
Pastor Jon Duncan 
 
Kick Start: 
What new or fresh truth was revealed to you after hearing this message? 
 
Main Point: 
It’s almost impossible to watch or read the news and not hear about disastrous events someplace in the world. 
The signs of the end are part of the warning Christ gives to us so can we recognize that everything the Lord is 
going to allow is part of His plan to fulfill scripture and necessary for His Kingdom to come? 
 
 
Introduction: 
Jesus says that the coming of the Son of Man will be “as the days of Noah were.” In those days, the people were 
going about their lives, eating, drinking, and marrying, until the flood came swiftly. In the same way, when 
Christ returns to earth as the Son of Man—the King—He will bring judgment with Him. Even though the signs 
of His coming will be obvious to anyone who is paying attention, few will be looking. 
 
 
Message Outline: 

I. Events in the First Half of Tribulation 
Five signs that are already ramping up in preparation for full expression during the Tribulation: 
 
1.   Tremendous persecution of the saints (Revelation 6:9-11) 

Matthew 24:9-10 - Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be hated by all 
nations for my name's sake. 10 And then many will fall away and betray one another and hate one another.  

 
2.   Many false prophets will arise (Zechariah 13:2-6) 

Matthew 24:11 - And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray 
 

3.   Huge rise in sin and wickedness, meanness, cruelty because sin is no longer restrained  
(2 Thessalonians 2:6-7) 

Matthew 24:12 - And because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold. 
 
4.   Jews and Gentiles who survive until the end of the Tribulation Period will be saved  

Matthew 24:13 - But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 
 
5.   World-wide preaching of the gospel and warnings by the 144,000 (Rev 7), Two witnesses (Rev 11), 

Three angels flying overhead (Revelation 14:6-11) 

Matthew 24:14 - And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony 
to all nations, and then the end will come. 
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Talk About It:  
1.   How might the events described by Paul about the rebellion and man of lawlessness in 2 Thessalonians 2:6-

12, lead to people being deceived? 

2.   Discuss the power of deception as it is portrayed in 2 Thessalonians 2:6-12. How are you guarding yourself 
against such deceptions in your daily life? 

3.   Jesus in Matthew 24:13 speaks of the “one who endures” will be saved—a concept portrayed through 
scripture. Why is endurance such an important quality for the believer? How can we practically achieve this 
in our lives? 

4.   What does the proclamation of the "everlasting gospel" by the first angel (Revelation 14:6-7) tell you about 
who God is and about His message to humanity? 

5.   How can we interpret the fall of Babylon in today's context? (Rev 14:8) 

6.   In what ways can the warnings of the third angel (Rev 14:9-10) be seen as relevant in today’s society? 

 
II. Events in the Second Half of Tribulation 
1.   Abomination of Desolation revealed (Daniel 12:11) 

Matthew 24:15 - So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel, standing in 
the holy place (let the reader understand),...  

•   Stage 1 – Antichrist will take over Temple, sit down in Holy of Holies and declare himself to be God  
(2 Th 2:3-10) 

•   Stage 2 – False Prophet sets up statue of Antichrist in Holy of Holies (Rev 13:11-15) 

 
2.   Jews commanded to flee the land 

Matthew 24:16-20 - 16 then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17 Let the one who is on the 
housetop not go down to take what is in his house, 18 and let the one who is in the field not turn back to take his 
cloak. 19 And alas for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those days! 20 Pray that 
your flight may not be in winter or on a Sabbath. 
 
3.   Great Tribulation—worst world has ever seen  

Matthew 24:21 - For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been from the beginning of the world 
until now, no, and never will be. 

4.   Israel survives, but greatly reduced in number (Zechariah 13:8–9) 

Matthew 24:22 - And if those days had not been cut short, no human being would be saved. But for the sake of 
the elect those days will be cut short. 

5.   False messiahs, false prophets, false signs (2 Th 2.8-10; Rev 13.11-15) 

Matthew 24:23-24 - Then if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the Christ!' or 'There he is!' do not believe it. 24 
For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if 
possible, even the elect. 

6.   False claims of Messiah’s return  

Matthew 24:25-27 - See, I have told you beforehand. 26 So, if they say to you, 'Look, he is in the wilderness,' do 
not go out. If they say, 'Look, he is in the inner rooms,' do not believe it. 27 For as the lightning comes from the 
east and shines as far as the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
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7.   Gentiles gathering against the Jews to finally wipe them out  

Matthew 24:28 - Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather 

 
Talk About It:  
8.   How do the themes of desecration and holiness in Matthew 24:15 challenge us to live a life set apart for 

God? 

9.   How does understanding God's sovereignty in shortening the days of tribulation (Matt. 24:22) impact your 
view of current world events? 

10.  How does the refining work of God (Zechariah 13:9) affect our lives?* 

11.  Zechariah 13:9 speaks of those who call on God's name. How does this verse inspire you to approach prayer 
in your own life? What hinders you from doing so? 

12.   In what ways can you ensure that you are living as part of the elect, according to biblical teachings? 

13.  How do the false miracles of the second beast in Revelation 13:11-15 serve its deceptive agenda? What does 
this passage speak to you? 

14.  Jesus’ statement, “See, I have told you ahead of time” (v. 25), stands in the middle of His prophecy of 
future events. What does this statement mean to you? 

 
 
Conclusion: 
Though it’s hard for us to process the death, untold suffering and agony that is part of his plan, ultimately this 
will happen at a future time to separate those who believe and have placed their trust in Him from those who 
refuse Him. And, God is so long-suffering, loving and compassionate that He is not willing for anyone to miss 
out on the opportunity of being with Him in eternity. After a world-wide proclamation of the Gospel during the 
Tribulation, God is going to shake the world so hard that He will absolutely have everybody’s attention to make 
their choice—separating the sheep from the goads. 
 
 
Make It Practical: 

 
*GOD’S REFINERY 
The process of purification is described in Zach. 13:8–9 as the Jewish community is divided into thirds: two-
thirds “struck down and perish”. The final third survives but then undergoes further discipline. The second half 
of v. 9 reveals the result of this refining process: The covenant relationship between God and his people will be 
restored. God will declare them “my people” while they affirm that He is “our God.” 
 
Testing by Fire 
Testing by fire is part of the metalworker’s process to determine the quality of metal and remove all impurities. 
A goldsmith or silversmith must repeatedly heat the raw metals to extremely high temperatures until they melt. 
The contaminants rise to the surface in this liquid state and are skimmed off. Only after this refining process of 
separating the precious elements from the dross can a pure, valuable, and useful object be formed. 
 
What things in your life might still need to be “burned off” through God’s refining fire? 
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The Bible tells believers to live with the expectation of being tested by fire. If we are prepared to experience 
God’s discipline and troubles in life, we won’t be so shaken when they come and will know that when things get 
too hot for us to handle, His hand is on the dial. 
“Fire tests the purity of silver and gold, but the Lord tests the heart” (Proverbs 17:3).  

“For you, God, tested us; you refined us like silver” (Psalm 66:10). 

“But he knows where I am going. And when he tests me, I will come out as pure as gold. 11 For I have stayed on 
God’s paths; I have followed his ways and not turned aside. 12 I have not departed from his commands, but have 
treasured his words more than daily food. 13 But once he has made his decision, who can change his 
mind? Whatever he wants to do, he does. 14 So he will do to me whatever he has planned. He controls my 
destiny.” (Job 23:11-14) 

 
If you find yourself asking, “Why God? Why are You allowing this suffering?” Remember this:  

•   Being tested by fire will make you stronger and purer in faith as you remain steadfast through hardship. 
•   You can have hope and courage in the face of adversity if you know that, through it all, God is working 

His purposes for your good (Romans 8:28).  
•   James held that a Christian who perseveres under trial is blessed “because when he has stood the test, 

he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him” (James 1:12).  
•   Faith that stays true through every fiery test is more valuable than the finest, purest gold. (1 Peter 1:7) 

 
 
Prayer Points: 
 
•   Prepare us for the troublesome days ahead. The antichrist is coming and the spirit of antichrist is here.  
•   Equip us to thrive and stay true to You. Give us a love for truth and hatred toward wickedness.  
•   Help us stay committed to discipleship and holy living and to overcome the corruption of this world. 
•   Deception will not stand a chance against us, because we simply commit to Your Word.  
•   Strengthen us in grace. Immerse us in mercy. Give us a heart to serve and to demonstrate our hearts through 

good deeds.  
•   Refine us so that we are more valuable to You and more like your precious Son, Jesus.  
•   Pray for the needs of the group 


