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Series: “Look Up: The Times of the Signs” 

The Signs of the End of the Age, Pt. 2 
Pastor Jon Duncan 
 
Kick Start: 
What new or fresh truth was revealed to you after hearing this message? 
 
Main Point: 
The first sign in the tribulation that precedes the second coming of Jesus is tremendous persecution. We see it on 
the world stage even today. If you are living a godly life, then you will be persecuted in some way, shape, or 
form. If God allows persecution in your life, then He will give you the strength to face it. After all, He is our 
refuge! 
 
Introduction: 
Today’s trending crescendo of foreboding global events are like the sign of an approaching tornado. When you 
see it coming you don’t just stare at it until it reaches you or collapse in fear. You immediately begin 
preparations for its arrival; you gather your family and friends, you get to the safest place you have, and you rest 
in the protection of your shelter. The tornado might be able to destroy everything around you, but you know that 
it cannot touch you, it cannot hurt you and those that are with you. Jesus is that storm shelter who we run to in 
faith, who we trust in to save us and protect us from the coming storm. 
 
Message Outline: 

I. The Prediction of Persecution 
The signs of the end will come at us with greater visibility and awareness, frequency, intensity and devastating 
impact. And during the first half of the tribulation (3 1\2 years), tremendous persecution is one of 5 events that 
Jesus reveals will take place before His second coming. Although being in a “bubble”, as time progresses we’re 
going to see persecution of the church closer to home.  
 

Matthew 24:9-19 - Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be hated by all 
nations for my name's sake. 10 And then many will fall away and betray one another and hate one another.  

End of world trends - Dr. John Barnett (YouTube) 
•   Global deceptions will get more believable; Global diseases will get more lethal; Global climate 

fluctuations will get deadlier; Global weather patterns will get scarier and deadlier; Global water 
shortages will get wider and more frequent; Global food scarcity will get more regular; Global conflicts 
will get bigger and deadlier; Global hatred for Christ will get more personal and hit closer to home; 
Global tracking/facial recognition will get more complete (missionary friends in China had to leave for 
this reason) 

 
OpenDoors.org – Top 10 ten most unsafe places for Christians to live 

•   365 million people, top 10 dangerous places for Christians; North Korea, where owning a Bible can get 
you killed; Somalia, where following Jesus makes you the enemy; Libya, where evangelism is a death 
sentence; Eritrea, where imprisonment for following Jesus is inevitable; Yemen, where Christians are on 
extremist’s “wanted” lists; Nigeria, where a Christian dies nearly every two hours on average; Pakistan, 
where every Christian is a second class citizen; Sudan, where Christians are caught in the crossfire; Iran, 
where being a Christian is a crime against National security; Afghanistan, where there are “no 
Christians” (according to the Taliban) 
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Talk About It:  

1.   When you hear the word “suffering” what experience comes most to mind? 
2.   Romans 5:3-4 and James 1:2 speak of the value of suffering in terms of character development. 

How has suffering changed or affected your character? 
3.   What experience (little or large) have you had of Jesus’ prediction in John 15:18-21? 
4.   How often do you think that Christians get asked to explain their faith? Why is that the case? 
5.   What does this passage motivate you to do differently this week? 

 
 
II. The Promise of Persecution  (addition content added for LifeGroup discussion) 

We often tend to think of persecution taking place in countries where (nominal) Christianity is not the majority 
religion. In the past few years, and increasingly in the past two years, there has been a global spiritual attack on 
those who seek to live according to God’s Word.  
 
2 Timothy 3:12-13…. and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. 13 But evil men and 
impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived. 

The godly, such as: 

•   Ministers who are being forced out of the ministry because they do not believe in same sex marriage, 
•   Nurses, doctors, and other medical workers who do not believe in unrestricted abortion  
•   Teachers who are sacked from their jobs because they do not believe in children being taught 

homosexual conduct as part of their school curriculum, 
•   Psychiatrists and counsellors who are legally banned from advising those who come to them 

seeking help to shake off homosexual orientation, 
•   Christian students who are turned away from universities because they refuse to believe that it is 

possible to change one’s gender (transgenderism),  
•   Pastors who are banned from holding church services because the authorities regard them as 

dangerous in breaking Covid lockdowns, while allowing casinos and strip clubs to remain open. 
 
Not everyone will suffer in the same way because persecution takes many forms, but if you seek to be a visible 
(salt and light) follower of Christ being faithful to his kingdom agenda in every area of your life, you will face 
significant opposition from the devil and this Christ-rejecting world. All the dangerous movements of the false 
teachers will become increasingly more successful until Christ comes. 
 
 
Talk About It:  

1.   What does the increasing persecution of Christians around the world tell us about God's purpose for His 
church? What does it tell us about Satan's hand in destroying the Church?  

2.   How does the persecution of the church impact you?  
3.   How are we to respond in the midst of suffering, what should our attitude be? 
4.   How do we respond when we hear about the trials of the persecuted church? What is our responsibility – 

instead of turning our face away? 
5.   What pillars of truth from God’s word can we stand on in the face of persecution? 
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III. The Prayer in Persecution 
Paul wrote Romans by way of introducing himself to Roman believers and shares the foundational belief (gospel 
of grace) that we are all fallen and in need of Christ. He establishes the unity of all believers in the reality of 
increasing diversity in the Church. At the end of the letter, Paul states his wish to visit the Roman Christians as 
part of a larger missionary visit to Spain but was imprisoned and came to Rome as a prisoner. 
 
Paul’s belief in the power of prayer is seen in his prayer requests, as well as his prayer reports. Paul is the only 
apostle who asked the saints to pray for him. He often asked young Christians and new congregations for prayer. 
In this verse, he asks for prayer from Christians in Rome whom he had never met. Five application points from 
Paul’s prayer: 
 
Romans 15:30-33 

•   Common faith in Christ turned strangers into family (v30). The church is not a place you attend, it’s 
a family to whom you belong. 

•   (v30) Paul does not command the church to pray for him, but appeals to them through the Trinity. 
Paul earnestly asks the saints to strive together with him in prayer to God the Father, by the Lordship of 
Christ and in the love of the Spirit. This motivates us to pray for one another. 

•   (v31) His arrival in Jerusalem would put him in personal danger. The saints may turn down the offering 
due to ethnic hostility against Gentiles— they may view receiving money from Gentiles as a sin against 
God. God can restrain the ill-will of unbelievers and invoke the goodwill of believers. 

•   (v32) Paul wanted God’s blessings on his ministry in Judea “so that” he could finally visit the saints in 
Rome. God listens to your requests and looks at your reasons. What you pray matters. Why you pray 
matters more! Is there a “so that” in your prayers? 

•   (v33) Intercession should not be one-sided. Prayer should express our mutual concern for one 
another. Paul ends with a third benediction; He appeals to "the God of peace." v5. appeals to "the God 
of endurance and encouragement." v13. appeals to "the God of hope." 

 
 
Talk About It:  

1.   In what way does the image of a family apply to our response toward the persecuted church? 
2.   When you have faced opposition or difficult times in your life, have you asked others to pray for 

you? How did God answer? 
3.   From Hebrews 13:3. What is God’s expectation of us, as commanded in this verse? Do you think we 

obey the command very well? Why or why not? 
4.   What are practical ways we can intentionally and actively remember the persecuted? 
5.   From Philippians 3:8-10, in what ways does persecution foster fellowship with the Lord? 
6.   Read Acts 5:41. If you were being persecuted for your faith, would you consider it something that God 

has “granted” to you, given as a gift of His grace? How do you respond to this verse? 
 

 
Conclusion: 
How much of these amplified signs will we see in our life? We really don’t know. Before the trumpet sounds we 
may experience tougher times than any of us want and harder events than we might expect. There will be a lot 
more opportunity to weep with those who are weeping. And, we’re OK with that because our Creator has 
fashioned us together in unique ways for His purpose. He will walk with us, leading us to the people we need to 
pray with and share Him with. That’s the God we serve and can take shelter in. 
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Make It Practical: 
 

SHELTER IN GOD 
What does the word refuge make you think of? Whatever picture comes to mind, it can be agreed that a refuge is 
a safe place. When the Bible describes God as our refuge, it is saying that God is our safe place when we need 
protection from something. Knowing God as our refuge enables us to trust Him more freely.  
 
We need not fear situations or people who threaten our well-being, whether in a physical or spiritual sense. 
There is no situation we will ever face that is out of God’s control, so the best place to be, always, is right with 
Him. “The name of the LORD is a fortified tower; the righteous run to it and are safe” (Proverbs 18:10). 
 
When you turn to God for help or protection, you begin to know Him as your refuge. God is our refuge and 
strength, A very present help in trouble. (Psalm 46:1) 
 
God as Our Refuge 
In times of uncertainty, you can find safety and peace in God, who is a reliable shelter. 
 
Strength in Weakness 
When you feel weak or overwhelmed, God's strength is made perfect in your weakness, empowering you to 
endure. 
 
Constant Presence 
God's presence is not limited by time or circumstance; He is always available to help and guide you. 
 
Trust in Adversity 
During trials, trusting in God's character and promises can provide you comfort and hope. 
 
Active Faith 
Actively seek God as your refuge and strength, cultivating a relationship of trust and dependence. 
 
 
Prayer Points: 
 
•   Give those who are persecuted for your name the opportunity to be able to reach people they otherwise 

wouldn’t be able to reach.   
 
•   Give them a love that defines your attitude toward your enemies.  
 
•   Help us to love even our persecutors.  
 
•   We think about all of the martyrs of the past with bold faith. We ask that you would give that triumphant 

faith and that boldness to us and Christians all over the world, true believers in Christ who are being 
persecuted.  
 

•   Help them to find strength in your Holy Spirit and to boldly preach the gospel no matter what the price. 
  
•   Ready us for any persecution and give us strength in our weakness to endure and make a difference for you. 

 
•   We ask for protection for your gospel, your Word, pastors, leaders, true saints, but at the same time not at 

the expense of their boldness or of the purity of your church. 
 
•   Pray for the needs of the group 


