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Series: “Look Up: The Times of the Signs” 

The Sign of the Destruction of the  
Temple and Jerusalem 
Pastor Jon Duncan 
 
Kick Start: 
What new or fresh truth was revealed to you after hearing this message? 
 
Main Point: 
Signs are important! They give us needed direction and prepare us for what’s ahead. And signs relayed in the 
Bible are no different. God gives us these signs or prophecies because He does not want anyone to perish. 
Exploring these signs emphasizes the need for believers to be always ready, to share their faith, and to live this 
life for God faithfully, awaiting His return. 
 
Introduction: 
We remind ourselves of Revelation 1:3. Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and 
blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near. We study prophecy because 
it’s part of God’s Word, and all of scripture is profitable for the believer. Also, Jesus commands it so that we’re 
strengthened for what’s ahead. When we watch expectantly it honors Him. Prophecy helps us to live our lives 
with urgency, holiness, anticipation, and without distraction.  
 
Message Outline: 

I. The Big Questions 
The disciples wanted to know the timing and a recognizable sign of the temple’s destruction (Matt. 24:1-2), 
which they connected to Jesus’s return and the end of the age, ushering in the kingdom of God. 

Matthew 24:3 - As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, saying, "Tell us, when will 
these things be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?” 

Luke 21:7 - And they asked him, “Teacher, when will these things be, and what will be the sign when these 
things are about to take place?” 

•   The disciples' request for information showed their curiosity and concern about the future, setting the 
stage for Jesus' detailed response about future events.  

•   The disciples are seeking a timeline for these prophetic events, reflecting on their interest in the 
fulfillment of Jesus kingdom 

 
 
Talk About It:  

1.   What do you think the disciples expected to hear from Jesus as they asked their questions?  
2.   What does the disciples' question in Matthew 24:3 reveal about their understanding of Jesus' mission 

and the end times? 
3.   Why do some avoid the study of prophecy? Why should we study the panorama of prophecy found in 

Scripture? 
4.   What big questions would you ask Jesus if you could sit with Him as the disciples did? What questions 

do you ask Him in your quiet time?  
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II. First Things First 
Out of a heart of compassion Jesus wants His disciples to understand more than the answers to their questions. 
He didn’t want them to be deceived, confused or led astray. It was His answer given in a specific way so that 
they could be prepared for what was coming. 
 
1). There will be things that will happen without any prophetic significance of the imminent return of Jesus — 
general description of the Church Age. 

Matthew 24:4-6; Luke 21:8-9 
•   False Messiahs - Since Jesus’ original claim to the Messiahship many Jews have made claim and many 

Gentile imposters have surfaced. 
•   Wars and Rumors of Wars - Small wars, battles, skirmishes and mid-Eastern wars between individual 

nations will not be prophetically significant. 
o   Mt 24.6 – the end is not yet; Mk 13.7 – the end is not yet; Lk 21.9 – the end is not immediately 

at once 
 

2). The disciples had a different understanding and anticipation of what was to come. Jesus needs His disciples 
to know 9 things they will experience in their immediate future. 

Luke 21:12-19 
1. v12a Rejected by the Jews 
2. v12b rejected by the Gentiles 
3. v13 Undergo persecution, but will give opportunities for testimony 
4. v14-15 You will be given divine utterance when brought before authorities 
5. v16 You will be rejected by own family members 
6. v17 You will be hated by all men, some even to death and martyrdom 
7. v18 Your salvation will be assured in spite of death 
8. Mk 13:10 You will succeed in proclaiming Gospel everywhere (Rm 10.18; Col 1.6,23) 
9. v19 You will win many souls 

 
Talk About It:  

1.   How does understanding the context of Jesus' first answer given to the disciples help us interpret His 
warning about deception? 

2.   What are some modern examples of deception that believers might face, and how can we guard against 
them? 

3.   What practical steps can we take to prepare for Christ's return, in light of the warnings about deception 
in the end times? 

4.   How does the warning in Matthew 24:5 relate to the broader theme of spiritual warfare found in 
Ephesians 6:10-18? 

5.   How does understanding the context of Matthew 24:6 help us interpret current global events? 
6.   In what ways can believers find peace amidst the "wars and rumors of wars" mentioned in this verse? 
7.   How can we encourage others in our church family to remain faithful and focused on Christ during 

turbulent times? 
8.   Jesus promised persecution would be experienced by His followers. How might we experience 

persecution today? How have we responded to it? How does Jesus encourage us to respond?  
 
III. A Sign is Given 
Sitting on the Mount of Olives overlooking the incredible view of the temple, the disciples ask when will it be 
destroyed and how will be they know it’s going to happen? Their question was specific. Jesus answer was 
specific and so was the fulfillment.  Jesus answered by giving them a sign in Luke’s account. 
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Luke 21:20-24 
•   Jerusalem will be surrounded by armies – this is the sign that Jerusalem’s desolation is near 
•   When you see that sign take place: 

§   Run for your life - urgency 
§   Leave the country – don’t waste time getting affairs in order 

•   Gentiles will trample Jerusalem underfoot until times of the Gentiles are fulfilled 
 
Fulfillment of the Sign 

•   1st Jewish revolt began against Rome in AD 66. Cestus Gallus came with Roman armies from Caesarea 
and surrounded city 

•   Jesus command was to flee, but Jews couldn’t escape because they were trapped  
•   Gallus realized that he did not have enough supplies to maintain a siege, so he lifted the siege and turned 

back to Caesarea to resupply 
•   On his way back to Caesarea, Gallus was ambushed by Jewish guerillas and killed 
•   With siege lifted and Roman army leaving to resupply, and their general dead, Christians took 

opportunity to literally obey the command of Jesus to flee Jerusalem when they saw the sign of 
Jerusalem being surrounded by armies 

o   Christians from Judea, Galilee, and Golan crossed over Jordan to the east and north into 
Transjordan area of Decapolis, and established a community of new believers in the city of 
Pella (much closer to Sea of Galilee) 

•   AD 68 Roman general Vespasian, with son, Titus, came back to finish what had been started 2 years 
earlier. Jerusalem locked down, siege securely in place, Romans showed no mercy 

•   1,100,000 Jews were killed—many by crucifixion (until Roman army ran out of wood) or by sword 
o   97,000 were carried off as slaves or to be slaughtered in the arenas around the Roman Empire,  
o   Temple completely demolished, and Jerusalem was ransacked 

•   Temple platform was not demolished (wailing wall, etc.) 
•   “anyone visiting site would not believe that anyone had ever lived here, much less that one of the 

greatest buildings ever built had been there” — Josephus 
 
 
Talk About It:  

1.   How does Jesus' prophecy about Jerusalem resonate with its current status? 
2.   Jesus’ specific pronouncement of judgment over Jerusalem eventually did come to pass in AD70. How 

does this actually encourage us to live? 
3.   It is believed through history that because the Christians of that day took Jesus at His word to flee at the 

sign of the surrounding armies, they were not killed during the siege. How does this encourage us to be 
attentive to Jesus’ words and remain steadfast during challenging and even frightening times? 

4.   In what ways does knowing about the second coming of Jesus influence your daily decisions? And how 
does this encourage you to live? 

5.   What practical steps can we take to live in readiness for the return of Christ, as encouraged by this 
message and related scriptures? 

 
 
Conclusion: 
There are more signs today that have come together at once in frequency and intensity that point to the soon 
return of Jesus. Although Jesus doesn’t tell us everything about bible prophecy, He tells us what He wants us to 
know to keep us watching, waiting and warning everybody He leads us to talk to because time is short. 
Distractions of this live can consume us and keep us from our focus of what really matters—the Lord is coming 
back. Let us not be distracted. Let us be ready! 
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Make It Practical: 
 

BEING ALWAYS READY:  
Like the disciples, we have a lot of questions. “How do I prepare for the second coming of Christ properly? 
What can I expect? What is to come? What should I be doing now as I eagerly await his return?” No one knows 
when Jesus will return, but the rapture could occur at any moment. We can prepare and be “always ready” 
responding biblically in these three ways: 

1. Pursue Christlikeness Now 
1 John 3:2–3 
Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he 
appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. And everyone who thus hopes in him 
purifies himself as he is pure. 
Whoever hopes in Jesus — hoping to be like him — will purify himself now. If you really want to be like 
Jesus, you’ll pursue being like him now. 

2. Ready Yourself for Suffering 
Acts 14:22 
…through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God. 
Matthew 24:11–13 
Many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. And because lawlessness will be increased, the love of 
many will grow cold. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 
So, the implication is that (1) we should get ready for the Lord’s coming by being spiritually and mentally 
alert to satanic deception and false teaching; (2) we should be completely submitted to the word of God 
rather than being lawless or self-willed; and (3) we should be cultivating strong faith in the sovereign 
goodness of God, so that we can endure to the end through whatever suffering comes our way. 

3. Work Faithfully for Christ 
Matthew 25:1–13 – read parable of the ten virgins 
 …Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour. 
To watch means to do your job really well for Christ’s sake. They had an assignment: Have your lamps. Have 
your oil. Respond to the announcement when it’s given. Light the way of the bridegroom in. The Master has 
given all of us assignments for while he’s gone — gifts, resources, abilities, money, opportunities, relationships, 
spiritual disciplines. All of those are spheres where we do our job with faithfulness and diligence. 
 
 
Prayer Points: 
•   To be ready for Jesus’ return.  
•   May we anticipate Your coming by living for You each day 
•   Help us to sharing the hope of salvation with all who You put in our path. 
•   Tune our hearts to the deception in this world so we can warn, watch and withdraw from it. 
•   Help us to investigate what the Bible has to say about the future while asking God to help us determine the 

day and hour in which we live. 
•   Pray together for the needs of the group 


