August 25, 2025 ik

Series: “Love Moves: Centerpoint Vision”

Christ’s Love Moves us to Worship
How Our Understanding of Who God is Affects Our Worship

Pastor Bart Mitchel

Kick Start:
What new or fresh truth was revealed to you after hearing this message?

Main Point:

Knowing the truth of who God is expresses itself in our worship of Him. When our view of God is small, our
worship of Him deteriorates. For the believer as well as the church, worship is of the highest priority. Let us
shudder at His magnitude and treasure Him, value Him, and be satisfied with Him above all other things.

Introduction:

The pinnacle of the Centerpoint’s vision is to be a family of believers who worship God authentically, with
passion in spirit and truth, because we value and treasure God and His Word above all other things. We desire to
be a family that gains knowledge and wisdom through the study and preaching of His Word, and a family that
intentionally fellowships with the church body for mutual growth and edification.

Message Outline:

1. The Meaning of Worship

Worship of our God should be a 24/7 endeavor of having the proper mindset, listening to and submitting to Him
and allowing that heart-change to produce fruit for Him. The bar is high and we must be careful to not give up,
even though we fall short. Through the Holy Spirit we have the opportunities to worship God as we should
without distraction.

Hebrews 13:15-16

o Offering up a sacrifice of praise to God.
e A natural expression of this kind of praise is found in a desire to meet the needs of others.

John 4:23-24

o Worship is not about the location, it’s about a heart that is in pursuit of an intimate spiritual relationship
with the God who is Spirit.

e To worship God in truth is to worship him in a biblically accurate way—through the One who is the
truth.

Rewording of Pastor John Piper’s meaning of worship:

“The inner essence of worship is to know the truth of who God is, and to allow that knowledge and our love for
God to move in us by submitting to His Holy Spirit so that we can respond from the heart in our valuing,
treasuring, enjoying and being satisfied with Him above all other things. Then that deep, joyful satisfaction in
God overflows in demonstrable acts of praise in worship and demonstrable acts of love in serving others for the
sake of Christ.”



Talk About It:

N

What would be an example of “worshiping the true God in the wrong form”?

Can you think of an instance when a worship service was not conducted in a spirit of reverence and
awe? What was that like and what was your response?

Why is God worthy of our worship?

How do you create rhythms or habits in your life to regularly reflect on these things?

Il. The Minimizing of Worship

If we could emotionally fill our hearts with the truth of how BIG our God is, it would solve a lot of the issues we
have with life. How big our view of God is, affects our daily worship of Him. When our view of God is small,
many things can deteriorate our worship.

You develop Stinking Thinking
o Mark 4:35-41
=  When the storms come, we allow our God to become small.
= Because of our stinking thinking we can begin to reduce God to be much smaller in
comparison to the size of our problem, so that the problem is all we are thinking about.
*  Forms of Stinking Thinking:
e  When we think our purpose in life is our happiness
e  When we want a God that we can manage, that we can predict and control and
understand, and we forget our brains are finite but our God is infinite, our
worship is worthless.
e An Ungrateful Heart
e An Unforgiving Heart
You get distracted in your worship
o Luke 10:38-42
= A small view of God leads to having no fear or awe of the Holy God we serve, so
anything can distract us because the distraction is more important to us than the worship

of our Holy God
Talk About It:
1. What are some things in your life that may become a distraction and get in the way of your worship of
God?
2. Do you think we live in a culture that lends itself to work or worship? Explain your answer.
3. How have you experienced “stinking thinking” minimizing your worship from worthy to worthless?
4. Using the three categories of worship from the Centerpoint mission as your guide (outward, inward, and

upward), what are some practical ways you can make worship worthy and not worthless?

I11. The Magnitude of Worship

A small view of God will render our worship worthless and should prompt us to ask for forgiveness. Two areas
of focus will help give us the right perspective of how Big our God is and how our worship can be magnified.

L.

Get back to studying God’s Word. Don’t just read through it. Focus on verses that remind you of how
big He truly is.

o Psalms 33:6-9

o Isaiah 40:12-15

o Isaiah 40:21-23



2. Finding visual cues can help us experience the beauty of His creation. God’s Word points us to
using His creation to get a better understanding of Him.
o Romans 1:18-23

Sin has a way of shrinking God down in our minds and puffing us up in our own estimation. But just a glance
into the universe that God has made resizes everything in a heartbeat. And you realize we are worshiping an
unrivaled and uncontested God of all kinds of might and power and glory and awe. There is none like Him in all
of creation. — Louie Giglio

God rejoices in the works of creation because they point us beyond themselves to God. God does intend for us to
be stunned and awed by His creation for His own sake. He means for us to say, ‘If the work of God’s hands is so
abundant of power and wisdom and grandeur and beauty, then what must God be like?” — John Piper

Talk About It:
1. What three words or phrases would you use to describe God and why?
2. What would you say to someone if they asked you why you believe that God exists?
3. How has God made Himself known to you?
4. When you consider God's omniscience, do you think of Him more as a watchdog and a deterrent to sin,

or as a source of confidence and assurance? Why do you feel this way?

5. Take a few moments to consider your own sinfulness in light of God's holiness. What thoughts or
feelings come to mind?

6. How does understanding that God is the Creator and Sustainer influence the way you approach daily
worship and obedience in your life?

7. How should our worship practices reflect the majesty and perfection of God, ensuring that we are
honoring Him fully and not just going through the motions?

Conclusion:

Our problems become much smaller and we can submit to Him much more when we take the time to change a
few habits. One, engage more in His Word and two, get out into His creation so you can experience how
amazing and awesome is the God that we serve. Spending more time with God will exponentially increase your
joy when you commit to doing that.

Make It Practical:

Worthy Worship:

When you discover a great truth about God, you meditate on that truth—mulling it around in your mind—until it
captivates your whole thinking process. That in turn will lead to worship. If your worship hasn’t been so worthy
here’s how to get started.

o First, you must repent. The failure to worship God in spirit and in truth is not just an unfortunate lapse
in spiritual enthusiasm, it is a sin. To love the Lord your God with all of your heart, soul, and mind is
not the greatest suggestion in the Law, it is the greatest commandment (Matthew 22:36-40).

o Confess your sin, and clear your conscience.

e Prepare to worship God. Acceptable worship doesn't happen spontaneously, we must prepare
ourselves. Hebrews10:22 gives us checkpoints to apply. "Let us draw near with a sincere heart in full
assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed
with pure water."

o The Checkpoint of Sincerity - We are to draw near "with a sincere heart." That speaks of a
genuine heart, devoted to pursuing God. It is hypocritical to be worshiping God when you are
really apathetic or preoccupied with self.



o The Checkpoint of Fidelity - We are to draw near "in full assurance of faith." The Hebrews
were clinging to Old Covenant forms of worship to find acceptance before God; but the coming
of Christ put an end to ceremony and sacrifice. Each person had to be willing to say, "I'm
coming to God in full confidence that I am not saved by a system of ritual. I come fully by faith
in Jesus Christ." You too are to be fully assured that God accepts your worship, not because of
what you do, but because of what Jesus did.

o The Checkpoint of Humility - We are to draw near to God "having our hearts sprinkled clean
from an evil conscience." That is, you come to God with the knowledge that you are unworthy
to be in His presence. The only reason anyone can come to Him is the blood of Christ, which
was shed on the cross as a cleansing for sin.

o The Checkpoint of Purity - We are to draw near having "our bodies washed with pure water."
That refers to the daily cleansing by the Word of God. The process of sanctification chases out
sinful thoughts and exposes sinful behavior. Before you worship, confess the sins that God
uncovered through His Word so you can draw near in purity. Every time you worship, whether
corporately or privately, try preparing yourself by asking these questions:

1. Am I seeing God anew in the Word through discovery and meditation so I am
compelled to draw near to Him?

2. Am I being sincere? Is my heart fixed on Him and undivided?

3. Am I fully assured that only faith in Christ can bring me to God's throne?

4. Am I coming humbly, realizing I can draw near only because of what Christ has
done for me?

5. Is there any sin in my life I haven't dealt with?

Perhaps you've been attending church for years, but you've never really drawn near to God, nor have you sensed
His nearness—even in your own private devotions and prayers. Now you know, or perhaps have been reminded:
God has redeemed you so you can worship Him. It is the purpose for which you were created. Continue
living in the light of the wonders you discover about God in His Word, and ask Him to teach you more and more
by experience, what it is to worship Him in spirit and in truth. That is a prayer our great God will delight in
answering.

Prayer Points:

o Tune our hearts in to the amazement of your creation that we may know and experience how grand You are
e We pray that our hearts overflow with your greatness so that we can pour it out on others

e Teach us more and more by experience, what it is to worship You in spirit and in truth

o Pray together for the needs of the group



