August 17, 2025 ik

Series: “Look Up: The Times of the Signs”

Missing the Messiah, Pt 2

Pastor Jon Duncan

Kick Start:
What new or fresh truth was revealed to you after hearing this message?

Main Point:

It was the pride of the religious leaders that led them to missing their Messiah. Had they been willing, had they
considered that what they had been taught might not be true, Jesus would have helped them to understand. But
they already made their decision and that decision sealed their fate.

Introduction:

Prophecy should change the way we live our life. And even though we don’t fully understand it, we should be
open to the fact that it’s not to satisfy our curiosity. Our responsibility is to ask God to give us a better
understanding of it so that we might better understand His plan, so that we might better understand His heart, so
that we might better understand what we need to change in our hearts.

Message Outline:

1. Revealing the Two Comings

Jesus knew He would be coming to the earth twice; the first time to bring salvation, the second to bring
judgement. The Old Testament wasn’t blatant about two events and the OT prophets only saw the Messiah’s
coming and establishing His kingdom as a single event.

Luke 4:19-21

e First time — “fo proclaim the Lord’s favor.” (blessing, healing, release, freedom)
o “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” Jesus was the embodiment of God’s favor
because of His earthly ministry

Isiah 61:2

e “...and the day of vengeance of our God.” His first visit wasn’t to include the vengeance of God. That
will happen at the second coming of Jesus.

There were many truths hidden and later revealed in the NT that are called mysteries. Here is one: part of God’s
plan, Gentiles along with Jews join the body of Christ to form one people of God.

Romans 16:25

o “...according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but has now been
disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known to all nations,...”

Ephesians 3.4

o “This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the
promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.”



Talk About It:

L.

2.

How does the episode in the synagogue in Nazareth (Luke 4:18-21) inform our understanding of Jesus'
mission?

The gospel of grace is a blessing to us, but also involves: A). Favor being extended to other people, that
we see as less deserving, and B). the implication that we are not as deserving as we thought we were.
Why are these so difficult for the human heart to acknowledge, and embrace? Why do they or don’t they
stir up such a strong reaction in our souls?

How can the declaration of God's vengeance inspire your thoughts about personal transformation and
spiritual growth?

In light of Ephesians 3:6, how can you foster a more inclusive and welcoming environment in your
church or community?

How does this impact your perspective of God's love, and how can it influence your relationships with
others?

II. Warning Against Hypocrisy

The religious leaders weren’t willing to consider His instruction and with their rejection of Him, Jesus
pronounces God's judgment on the scribes and Pharisees in a series of "woe to you" statements (Matthew 23)
about their hypocrisy. These 7 woes portrayed the complete picture of how lost, broken and wicked they were.

1. vv. 13-14 making salvation hard for others

2.v. 15 corrupting converts — make them 2x the son of hell that you are

. vv. 16-22 trivializing religion — making mockery of oaths, rationalization to get around law

. vv. 23-24 neglecting truly important by obsessing over minor details

. Vv. 25-26 self-indulgence/hypocrisy — maintaining appearances but rotten inside

. vv. 27-28 wickedness within—being more concerned with outward defilement than inward
purity/integrity

7. vv. 29-36 murder of God’s prophets
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Talk About It:

1. What does Jesus' criticism of the scribes and Pharisees outlined in the "Seven Woes" teach us about
religious hypocrisy?

2. What steps can we take to avoid the pitfalls of religious hypocrisy?

3. If Jesus were to appear on the American church scene today, do you think He might pronounce any
“woes” upon it? If so, what might they be?

4. How can you pursue loving God and loving others in your actions rather than getting caught up in doing
things for their outward appearances?

5. How can we guard against misusing religious authority as the scribes and Pharisees did?

I11. Turning from Woe to Weeping

Jesus weeps in front of His disciples over the judgment that will come on Jerusalem for her rejection of God.
This leads Jesus to leave the temple, sadly remarking on its future destruction. (Matthew 23)

Matthew 23:37-38

Matthew 23 ends with Jesus weeping over Jerusalem. Speaking from His divine perspective, He mourns
over how He would have protected the people, but they were not willing.
This is the last time that Jesus addresses the crowds, who have had their opportunity to repent.



Luke 19:41-44 - Jesus cannot be emotionally removed from the coming suffering of his people.
e The people of Jerusalem have failed to recognize what would bring them peace with God—Jesus.
e They are blinded and under God’s judgment.
o Jesus grieves over the horrible consequences they will face, and predicts the destruction of Jerusalem
(fulfilled by the Romans in AD 70).
o He describes a siege in which the city is entirely surrounded and the enemy is pressing in on the city.
e One of most beautiful buildings in world at that time will be left desolate. For how long?

Luke 21:24
o “...Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.”

Matthew 21.43
o “Therefore, I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people
producing its fruits.”

Talk About It:

1. Jesus was not only grieved by Jerusalem’s impending destruction but also by the people’s spiritual
blindness and separation from God. In what ways does spiritual blindness affect people today?

2. Why do you think many people resist or fail to recognize Jesus, even when they are familiar with His
message?

3. How often do we consider the eternal consequences of unbelief for those around us? What do these
passages suggest about how we should view the lost around us?

4. Jesus’ weeping challenges us to examine our own hearts. Share a time when you were moved to act out
of compassion for someone’s spiritual state? What barriers keep you from feeling this depth of
compassion for those who don’t know Christ?

Conclusion:

Jesus longed to protect Israel from the coming judgment and we see His heart of compassion. Even in the face
of their scorn and rejection of Him, He still thought of them as His children. He loved them and wanted to spare
them and care for them if they would only have Him. But they didn’t. The people would be conquered and
scattered. Eventually they will have a change of heart and welcome the gospel message and its messengers and
their King. This hasn’t happened yet, but will be fulfilled one day. What an exciting day that will be.

Make It Practical:

Misjudged Motives

The seven woes that Jesus pronounces warn us how seriously He takes hypocrisy. Claiming to have moral
standards that isn’t confirmed by our actions is serious. Creating our own rules for living and holding them
above God’s Word leads people astray and keeps people from knowing and coming to God. Jesus'
condemnations and warnings to the scribes and Pharisees remind us to examine our motives and actions closely.

Here are some specific questions to help us evaluate our own motives:

1. If no one ever knows what I am doing (giving, serving, sacrificing), would I still do it?
2. If there was no visible payoff for doing this, would I still do it?

3. Would I joyfully take a lesser position if God asked me to?

4. Am I doing this for the praise of others or how it makes me feel?

5. If T had to suffer for continuing what God has called me to do, would I continue?

6. If others misunderstand or criticize my actions, will I stop?



7. If those whom I am serving never show gratitude or repay me in any way, will I still do it?
8. Do I judge my success or failure based upon my faithfulness to what God has asked me to do, or how I
compare with others?

Proverbs 16:2 says, “All a person’s ways seem pure to them, but motives are weighed by the LORD.” Because
the human heart is very deceitful (Jeremiah 17:9), we can easily fool ourselves about our own motives.

The only way we can operate from pure motives is when we “walk in the Spirit” (Galatians 5:16, 25). When we
allow Him to control every part of us, then our desire is to please Him and not ourselves. Our flesh constantly
clamors to exalt itself, and only when we walk in the Spirit will we not gratify those desires of our flesh.

Prayer Points:

o Pray for an appreciation for the delay of His second coming, to be busy serving & sharing the Gospel

e Ask God to search our hearts, and motives behind them, making sure our lives line up with His truth.

o Ask for inward transformation instead of just maintaining a polished outward appearance

e Show us areas in our life where we more focused on appearances or rituals rather than true devotion to God.
o Pray together for the needs of the group



