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Series: “Look Up: The Times of the Signs” 

Missing the Messiah  
Pastor Jon Duncan 
Kick Start: 
What new or fresh truth was revealed to you after hearing this message? 
 
Main Point: 
The saddest story in the Bible is that after millennia of desperately waiting and anticipating His arrival, most 
Jews didn't recognize Jesus as their Messiah. Their messiah was to be a political leader that would expel their 
enemies, re-established their nation, and bring peace and prosperity back to God's chosen people. They failed to 
understand that the Messiah would come twice; once as a suffering servant, the other as a conquering King. 
 
Introduction: 
Jesus fulfilled the promises of scripture from birth throughout His ministry. All of the evidence had been 
presented. John the Baptist had introduced the King to the nation. Jesus had revealed His person, principles, and 
power. It was now up to the leaders of the nation to make their decision. Instead of receiving their King, they 
began to rebel against Him. 
 
Message Outline: 

I. An Official Rejection 
There was a turning point for the Jewish leaders that officially led them to reject Christ as their Messiah. The 
Pharisees deny his messiahship, attributing his power to Satan and not the Holy Spirit. 

Matthew 12:22-32 

•   Jesus heals the demon-possessed man. The crowd thinks this might be “the Son of David”  
•   In contrast to their reaction, the Pharisees accuse Jesus of drawing on the power of “Beelzebul.” 
•   V25. First, Jesus shows the illogical nature of the Pharisees’ thinking. If Satan wanted to maintain 

rulership of this world, he would not work against himself.  
•   V26-29. Second, Jesus alludes to his role of establishing the kingdom as entering a well-guarded house. 

Before Jesus can release those held captive, he must bind Satan. Jesus declares here that Satan’s powers 
are now limited because of the arrival of the kingdom of God. 

•   V30. There is no middle ground with Jesus. He is Messiah, or he isn’t. Choose a side. The OT regarded 
deliberate, defiant sin against God and his laws to be blasphemy. Rejection of Jesus’ ministry as 
validated by the Spirit is defiant, deliberate sin. 

•   V31. Jesus made it clear that all sins can be forgiven. But God cannot forgive the rejection of His Son. 
 
Talk About It:  

1.   Why did the people wonder if Jesus might be the Son of David? Why did the Pharisees accuse Jesus of 
being the Son of the Devil? 

2.   One of Jesus’ divine powers is demonstrated in the first five words of verse 25. What power is that? 
How should this affect your life? 

3.   Read Jesus’ statements in vv. 25-26. Why is spiritual unity in your home so important? 
4.   Jesus states that the Pharisees’ accusation (v. 24) is illogical (vv. 25-26) and hypocritical (v. 27). He 

asks that if His casting out of demons is by the Spirit of God, then what should the Pharisees 
acknowledge? 
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5.   Jesus states that whoever is not with Him is against Him, and whoever doesn’t gather with Him scatters. 
How can you tell whether or not you are with Him and are gathering? 

6.   Which sins does Jesus say will be forgiven? Which sin will not be forgiven (v. 31)? How does Jesus 
describe blaspheming against the Spirit? 

7.   How can we identify when we see God’s power at work in our lives or the lives of others, and what is 
the correct response to this? Please discuss. 

 
II. A Change in Direction 
With the rejection of the religious leaders, Jesus’ approach to His ministry changed direction. His message was 
no longer transparent but open to only those who wanted to understand and were willing to seek after Him. 

•   Jesus’ teaching style changed – parables used instead of clear teaching 
•   His healing practices changed – more for the instruction of His disciples 
•   He turned more inward toward disciples – less interaction with masses 
•   Began to move toward fulfillment of judgment for unpardonable sin 

o   within 40 years Jerusalem would be devastated, Temple completely destroyed; inhabitants 
slaughtered 

o   Jesus conflict with religious leaders who led the nation into rejecting Messiah increased 
 
III. A Misguided Anticipation 
If Jesus was the Messiah, why did His people miss His arrival? What were the Jewish people and leaders 
anticipating at the time of Christ?  Some of their understanding was influenced by Pseudepigrapha*. 

1. Zechariah 14 – before Messiah comes there will be terrible tribulation, like birth pangs 
o   Increased wickedness and rebellion, family problems, disregard for love, compassion, wisdom, etc. 

2. Isaiah 40: 3-5 - Elijah-like figure would appear – John the Baptist 
o   Reason why so many were interest in and many went out to “see” what he was all about 

3. Messiah would appear to establish Kingdom Age of glory and would vindicate his people  
4. All nations would join together to fight against the Messiah 
5. Total destruction of all opposing nations 
6. Restoration of Jerusalem by renovation or a new heavenly Jerusalem coming down from heaven 
7. All scattered Jews will be re-gathered to Israel 
8. Palestine will become the center of the world, and all nations will bow the knee to Messiah 
9. With the establishment of Messiah’s Kingdom a eternal age of peace, righteousness, glory would come 

(*Non-canonical books that attempt to imitate Scripture: 2 Esdras, 2 Baruch 27, Jewish Sibylline Oracles 150 BC - 
AD 180, Enoch) 
 

In fairness to the disciples, the Old Testament prophets also saw the Messiah’s coming and establishing His 
kingdom as a single event. The church age was a mystery to them, a mystery, as Paul explained, “which has 
been kept secret for long ages past, but now is manifested” (Rom.16:25-26). Because Israel had obviously 
experienced tremendous tribulation, because Jesus declared Himself to be the Messiah and identified John the 
Baptist as His forerunner, and because He had accepted the Messianic acclaim of the people a few days earlier, 
the disciples understandably thought that the sequence of events would continue as they expected. They were 
now certain that Jesus’ next move would be to demonstrate His inexorable power over the nations that would 
soon rise up against Him. – John Macarthur 

 
What the Jews ultimately missed was that Jesus was coming two times. They wanted a Messiah with might and 
power. And as Isaiah said about the Servant-Messiah, “He didn’t have an impressive form or majesty . . . no 
appearance that we should desire him” (Isa 53:2). So, Jesus wasn’t the Messiah, they were expecting. 

 
Isaiah 61.1 - The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to bring good news to 
the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the 
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prison to those who are bound; 2 to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor, and the day of vengeance of our 
God; to comfort all who mourn. 
 
At his second advent, he will bring the day of our God’s vengeance. God’s judgment awaits the second coming 
of Christ, when he will crush his enemies and restore Israel to a place of glory.  
 
 
Talk About It:  

1.   How could the Jewish people have had so many spiritual advantages and still reject the gospel and reject 
their Messiah? 

2.   How could someone grow up in a Christian home, and in a good church, and hear the Bible faithfully 
taught week after week, and reject Jesus Christ? And how could they, in some cases, walk away entirely 
from the faith? 

3.   Jewish leaders in the time of Jesus were influenced by Pseudepigrapha*? How should believers respond 
to what they read and hear regarding the scriptures?  

 
 
Conclusion: 
As we approach our study of Matthew 24 and Jesus’ warning about deception and many claiming to be the 
Messiah, we need to be ready and understand that Jesus came once to bring salvation but will come a second 
time to bring judgement. We need to know and understand scripture.Pray that the Lord would send more 
shepherds into the harvest and be one of those shepherds. 
 
 
Make It Practical: 

 
Be a Berean (Acts 17:10-15) 
The Bereans were residents of the city of Berea in Macedonia who heard Paul and Silas preach to them during 
Paul’s second missionary journey. These Bereans exhibited several positive characteristics that marked their 
response to the gospel message. 

•   The Bereans were “more noble” because of their willing reception of the Word of God. 
•   They examined what they heard by comparing it to the Old Testament Scriptures. Further personal 

research led many Bereans to faith in Jesus as the Messiah. 
•   When Paul’s enemies arrived from nearby Thessalonica, the Berean believers protected Paul by getting 

him out of the region. They essentially protected the gospel message. 
 
We are called to eagerly learn from God’s Word and, no matter who the teacher is, to investigate new 
teaching in comparison with the Bible. The practice of the ancient Bereans is a model for all who desire to 
grow spiritually today. 
 
Exegesis vs. Eisegesis 
Second Timothy 2:15 commands us to use exegetical methods: “Present yourself to God as one approved, a 
workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.” An honest student 
of the Bible will be an exegete, allowing the text to speak for itself. Eisegesis easily lends itself to error, as the 
would-be interpreter attempts to align the text with his own preconceived notions. Exegesis allows us to agree 
with the Bible; eisegesis seeks to force the Bible to agree with us. 
(https://www.gotquestions.org/exegesis-eisegesis.html) 
 
 
Prayer Points: 
•   Pray for an appreciation for the delay of His second coming to be busy serving & sharing the Gospel  
•   Ask God for understanding of His Word and to “rightly divide the truth”.  


