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Kick Start:

What new or fresh truth was revealed to you after hearing this message?

Main Point:

Marriage and children are great gifts, and can bring untold joy, yet they do not come without their challenges. It
takes humility and hard work to develop a marriage that reflects God’s original design for it. And, there is no
responsibility or privilege a parent will ever have greater than raising their children. We cannot make marriage
and parenting work all on our own, but instead see that “with God all things are possible.”

Introduction:

Christ’s love moves us to nurture and protect the family through biblical instruction, discipleship, and biblical
resources that help struggling couples to heal, restore and build marriages that reflect God’s love and design.
Our desired state is to see families thrive in their relationship with Christ so parents can lead, teach, encourage
and prepare their children for a life of service to His Kingdom. We desire to see children and young adults going
deep into the Word of God so they might have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and learn to daily walk
in the Spirit as they confidently move ahead into God’s continued perfect plan for their lives.

Message Outline:

1. Marriage is wonderful, but hard

We are still broken and unless we are surrendering and submitting to the Spirit of God every day, our marriages
won’t be what they could be, or what they should be.

Genesis 2.18-24 e+ Ephesians 5:25 <+ Ephesians 5:22

e God lovingly addressed Adam’s need, creating a woman out of one of Adam’s ribs. God formed Adam;
he fashioned Eve. God then brought her to the man (2:22). Just like Adam, then, Eve had a
relationship with God before she had a relationship with her spouse.

o Together, they become one flesh (2:24); they share a unity of purpose while retaining their uniqueness
as individuals. This is a pattern for all married couples.

e God established marriage with complimentary roles for both husband and wife

o Because the obedient, spiritual wife’s supreme submission is to the Lord, her attitude is that she lovingly
submits to her husband as an act of obedience to the Lord, who has given this command as His will for
her, regardless of her husband’s personal worthiness or spiritual condition.

e Husbands are to love their wives with the same unreserved, selfless, and sacrificial love that Christ has
for His church. Christ gave everything He had, including His own life, for the sake of His church, and
that is the standard of sacrifice for a husband’s love of his wife.



1 Corinthians 7:28

Sin destroyed that harmony and unity for it brought in pride, selfishness and evil desires which are
contrary to God’s design. Many marriages are on autopilot and are not what they could be.
Marriage, even Christian marriage, has unique challenges because it’s the uniting of two imperfect
people. Husbands fail to love their wives sacrificially. Wives fail to respect and submit to their
husbands.

Talk About It:

1. Reflecting on verses 22-33, how does Paul's analogy of marriage and Christ's relationship with the
church impact your understanding of marriage?

2. The world often presents challenges to Christian values. How can a married couple work together to
maintain unity amidst external pressures?

3. The church isn’t perfect, yet Christ strives to present it as holy. How can acknowledging imperfections
contribute to a more unified and supportive marriage?

4. Do you know any couples who exemplify Christ-like unity in their marriage? Discuss what qualities

they possess and how they inspire you.

I1. Parenting is rewarding, but difficult

Having children and raising them are part of God’s original purpose and design for marriage. That is a difficult
task, but God has given us the needed direction in His word and empowers the believer by the Holy Spirit to be
able to carry out this task.

Genesis 4.3-8
Proverbs 22:6
Ephesians 6:1-4
Colossians 3:20-21

The curse of sin makes parenting difficult and compounded that by the fact that every child is a natural
born sinner. Sin is crouching at the door and we have to rule over it.

God has called every parent to develop within our children an internal motivation—a thirst—to know,
love, and submit to the Lord, so they will be a blessing to others and be able to raise their own children
the same way.

It is just as hard for a child to submit and obey as it is for parents. They are broken too.

It’s easy for parents to discipline in anger and provoke their children to anger or cause them to be
discouraged.

Talk About It:
1. Proverbs 22:6 speaks of “training” children. How does this approach to parenting differ as children
become more independent and responsible for their own choices?
2. How can parents avoid provoking their children to anger as they transition towards adulthood? If a child
is angry, does that mean you have failed? How does Colossians 3:21 help us understand?
3. What are some biblical ways for parents to maintain influence as their children enter young adulthood?



4. Can you share an experience where you transitioned from needing to obey your parents to being guided
by their influence? What made this shift successful or unsuccessful?

I11. Our Father God was willing

Failure in marriage and parenting stems from doing it alone. But we don’t have to. There is a God who loves
you so much that He is offering to walk with you through all seasons of life—leading, guiding, directing,
blessing, and filling each season with the fruit of His Spirit which gives us everything we need to be godly
husbands, wives and parents.

Luke 15:11-31

e His father ran to him: In Jewish culture, fathers NEVER ran. The father’s eagerness and joy at his son’s
return is unmistakable. This is the magnificent attribute of God that sets Him apart from all the false
gods invented by men. He is not indifferent or hostile, but a Savior by nature, longing to see sinners
repent and rejoicing when they do.

e Our Father God was willing to embarrass and humiliate Himself in the eyes of angels and the entire
human race in order to make possible the salvation of every single human being that would come to
Him in faith, repent of their sins, and accept His kind and generous offer of forgiveness and salvation.

Even more than that, He was willing to give His only Son as a sin sacrifice to wash away our sin with
His blood.

2 Corinthians 5:21
e Our sin in exchange for His righteousness

John 3:18 <« Galatians 4:4-7
e Our place of condemnation in exchange for adoption into the family of God

Ephesians 1:3-10 * John 3:16
e Our extreme need met by His abundant grace and mercy

Talk About It:

1. Explore the theme of repentance in the parable. What does true repentance look like according to Jesus'
teaching?

2. Reflect on the different responses of the father towards both his younger and elder sons. What do these
responses teach us about the nature of God's love and forgiveness?

3. Thinking back to your childhood and growing up, how do you see yourself reflected in either or both of
these sons?

4. Consider the elder son's complaint about never receiving a party from his father. Have you ever felt
overlooked or underappreciated in your own life? How does this affect your relationship with God?

5. Ifyou are a parent of a prodigal child, in what ways does this parable give you hope?

Conclusion:

Marriage and parenting won’t get any easier, so the sooner we surrender and walk lock-step with the Savior, the
sooner He’ll give us the strength, desire and courage we need to be better husbands, wives and parents. As a
church we want to provide the biblical support, counsel and resources that can help families to thrive.



Make It Practical:

Parenting
One area of great concern for believers is being faithful parents. The answer to this challenge does not lie in
relying on human ideas but in embracing the wisdom found in God’s Word. The goal is to seek Jesus and apply
biblical principles to our parenting styles:
e My parenting style trusts in God (Proverbs 3:5-6)
My parenting style emphasizes grace (Titus 2:11-14)
My parenting style cultivates rest (Hebrews 4:9)
My parenting style teaches obedience (Ephesians 6:1, Colossians 3:20)
My parenting style promotes spousal oneness (Matthew 19:5-6)
My parenting style prioritizes God’s kingdom (Matthew 6:33)

Marriage
The very heart of marriage is a covenant relationship. A helpful checklist can be found in this acrostic of the
word COVENANT:

o Commit to working through problems, not walking away (1 Corinthians 7:27)
Offer love to your spouse even when you don’t feel like it (1 Corinthians 13:4-8)
View your marriage as God’s setting for spiritual growth (Proverbs 15:31)
Eliminate the emphasis on your rights (James 1:19-20)

Nurture your identity in Christ (Galatians 2:20)

Ask God to change you (Psalm 51:10)

Nourish your extended family relationships (Exodus 20:12)
Turn your expectations over to God (Psalm 62:1-2, 5)

Most of all, we need the Holy Spirit to renew our minds and provide the courage and strength, that we
might lead our children well and love our spouses as Christ does.

Prayer Points:

Share about the needs that each of you has, and pray for one another.

Ask God to give us humble hearts of submission to our spouses

Pray for God’s grace, counsel and power in hard situations

Pray for our marriages to be a reflection of God’s Love

Pray for wisdom in raising, nurturing, encouraging our children and creating a thirst for God in their lives.
Ask God to provide everything we need to make our home safe and joyful and centered around Him.



