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Main Point:

In the life of the church, too few Christians are involved in any kind of ministry and unfortunately miss out on
seeing God work through them in the exercise of their spiritual gifts. The church is one body made up of many
different individuals who have placed their faith in Jesus. Every believer is called to commit to a particular local
church where their spiritual giftedness is used to love and serve each other and build up the church. To help
emphasize this idea of unity, the Apostle Paul brings up social diversity, the illustration of a body and the use of
spiritual gifts.

Introduction:

An important pillar of the Centerpoint vision is that we want to be a place where the family of God joyfully and
voluntarily uses its spiritual gifts for the edification of the church and God’s Kingdom. The church is important
to Jesus and every believer makes up the church. Even after Jesus’ earthly ministry ended, His work would go
on. The followers of Christ, empowered by the Holy Spirit, would continue that important work. This is a call to
mutual love and concern in the fellowship of believers which maintains the unity that honors the Lord. There is
one body in which all function, yet never does anyone lose their personal identity and the essential necessity of
ministry as God has designed them to do it.

Message Outline:

1. Because of the Spirit’s sovereign choosing, He has given us gifts

1 Corinthians 12:1-14

e V2. Before you were saved you were a mess—you were under the control of the voiceless idols that
dominated your life.

e v3. Now that you are saved you are under the control of the Holy Spirit—He will protect you from
cursing your Lord in words or actions as He will enable you to confess your surrender and submission to
Jesus in a life of faithful service.

e V7. manifestation - the outward evidence of the inner working of the Spirit. common good - not for the
individual, ego or pride; the gift(s) is not for you but for everyone around you.

o “Spiritual gifts are divine enablements for ministry, characteristics of Jesus Christ that are to be
manifested through the body corporate just as they were manifested through the body incarnate.
Each gift the Holy Spirit now gives to believers had its perfect expression in Jesus’ own life and
ministry. His church continues to live out His life on earth through the power of His Spirit working
through His gifted people.” — John MacAurthur

o Each gift of the Holy Spirit that we now receive had its perfect expression in Jesus’ own life and
ministry.

e Vvll1. apportions - divides, distributes according to the personality, talents and abilities of the individual
(which were given at birth by an Omniscient, Loving, and generous Creator)

e vI2. unity not uniformity—we are not all the same, though there is variety, there is still unity, all
working together in harmony for the good of the body



Talk About It:

L.

4.

Why do many devout Christians never manifest any spiritual gifts, despite Paul’s claim that the Spirit
distributes them to every believer to use for the common good?

What is the difference between a talent or natural abilities and a spiritual gift?

Is it important to try to find out your gift? Should we try to discover our gift? If we don’t, how will we
know we are using it?

What abilities or spiritual gift(s) have you been given that can be used in the church?

I1. Because of the Spirit’s sovereign choosing, gifting, and enabling, there is
no place for jealousy over someone else’s gifts or place in the body
1 Corinthians 12:15-20

The body needs different functions if it is to live, grow, serve and thrive

No member should compare or contrast itself with any other member, because each one is different and
each one is important.

Some believers feel very unimportant or shortchanged because they possess gifts that do not put them
into the limelight.

Diversity does not suggest inferiority. Are we to believe that the sovereign Lord made a mistake when
He distributed our gifts?

Talk About It:
1. What should unity in diversity look like at Centerpoint church?
2. What is the significance of every member in the body of Christ, regardless of their role?
3. What are some causes of discontentment of our spiritual gifts?
4. How can you come to appreciate and greater value your spiritual gift? What steps can you take to fight

pride in the area of spiritual gifts?

II1. Because of the Spirit’s choosing, gifting, and enabling there is no place
for dismissing someone else’s gifts or place in the body
1 Corinthians 12:21-27

There is no place for dismissing another believer’s giftedness or place within the body.

Diversity in the body is an evidence of the wisdom of God. Each member needs the other members, and
no member can afford to become independent.

God’s desire is that there be no division in the church. Diversity leads to disunity when the members
compete with one another; but diversity leads to unity when the members function according to God’s
will and help the other members to function. If one member suffers, it affects every member. If one
member is healthy, it helps the others to be strong.

V27. you are—as you yield to the Spirit’s control, submit to the Spirit’s leading day-by-day and hour-
by-hour—you are the near perfect expression of some of the character qualities that were witnessed
daily in Jesus’ own life and ministry



Talk About It:

1. 1 Corinthians 12:25-26 shows us how interconnected the church ought to be. There should be no
division and when one rejoices we all rejoice and when one suffers we all suffer. How have you
experienced this in the past? Where have you seen division within the church? What can you do to bring
about greater unity within the Centerpoint church family?

2. What areas of Christian service within the body bring you joy?

3. Could these activities be pointing you to or affirming your giftedness?

Conclusion:

The church is like a body, in which every part is needed, and all the parts exist to serve one another. The Spirit
matches every believer with their personal gift or gifts, to be used to serve the other members in the church and
the body of Christ as a whole. God chooses our role; we don't decide what part in the church we would like
to play. It’s an offense to Jesus to not use our gift or think it insignificant. Every believer must discover how
they are gifted by the Spirit and value the function they serve in Christ's body. Are you willing to discover and
use your gift on behalf of Jesus?

Make It Practical:

There is no definitive formula or test that can tell us exactly what our spiritual gifts are. The Holy Spirit
distributes the gifts as He determines. A common problem for Christians is the temptation to get so caught up in
our spiritual gift that we only seek to serve God in the area in which we feel we have been gifted. That is not
how the spiritual gifts work. God calls us to obediently serve Him in all things. He will equip us with whatever
gift or gifts we need to accomplish the task He has called us to.

Identifying our spiritual giftedness can be accomplished in various ways.

o Spiritual gift tests or inventories, while not to be fully relied upon, can help us understand where our
gifting might be.

o Confirmation from others also sheds light to our spiritual giftedness. Other people who see us serving
the Lord can often identify a spiritual gift in us that we might take for granted or not recognize.

e Devote yourself to what you do best. When you once begin to meet the needs which you see you will
quickly discover that you do some things better than others.

o Prayer is also important. The one person who knows exactly how we are spiritually gifted is the gift-
giver Himself—the Holy Spirit. We can ask God to show us how we are gifted in order to better use our
spiritual gifts for His glory. God has given you a gift or gifts and He intends for you to know your gift,
to develop it and to use it for His glory.

Of course, it is beneficial to know what spiritual gift(s) God has given us? Is it wrong to focus so much on
spiritual gifts that we miss other opportunities to serve God? If we are dedicated to being used by God, He
will equip us with the spiritual gifts we need.

Prayer Points:

o Share about the needs that each of you has, and pray for one another.
o Ask God to reveal your gifts, strengths and areas of service He’s called you to.
o Strength to step out in faith knowing God will equip you to do His will.



