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Series: “Love Moves: Centerpoint Vision” 

Missions and Outreach: As You Go   
Pastor Jon Duncan 
Main Point: 
 
We’ve been given a great gift and responsibility, and our Master left us with clear instructions: “Go into all the 
world and make disciples of every nation.” However, we send missionaries around the world to do what we are 
often unwilling to do—share the Good News. Let’s re-think our approach, re-tool our skills, and recognize that 
our mission field literally starts in our own families or right next door.  
 
 
Introduction: 
 
Christ’s love moves us to be the hands and feet of Jesus as we strive to reach the lost world. At Centerpoint, our 
desire is to be a family of believers who are focused on evangelism, seeing lives changed by Christ, and 
celebrating regularly those who have placed their faith in Jesus Christ, and following Him in believer’s baptism. 
We strive to bring hope to the hopeless by sharing the Gospel in our neighborhoods, community, within our 
state, and through world-wide missions. 
 
 
Message Outline: 
 
I. Understanding the Mission Field 
Matthew 28.19-20  

•   V19. Go = “having gone, therefore, disciple all the nations”. “as you go, be making disciples”. 
•   Once you go where you’ve gone, then do what you’re supposed to do — Jon Duncan 
•   This Great Commission command is not just for missionaries, or professionals, and is not optional – 

when it really comes down to “are you willing”, “are you obeying”  
•   We are to be His missionaries wherever we are. Everyone has the ability to do so. 
•   We will be held accountable for obedience, effort, attention and attitude towards it 
•   There is literally someone in your sphere that is experiencing difficulty, hardship, pain, fear, anxiety, 

sorrow, grief, and need the Savior. They are searching, but we’re not asking questions. 
•   The gospel has not changed, the need for a savior has not changed…people have changed and are more 

skeptical of the gospel because of the behavior of the church, etc. 
 
 
 
Talk About It:  

1.   What does living out this “Great Commission” look like in our lives today? How can we notice Christ’s 
presence in every circumstance? 

 
2.   Read verse 18: What gives us courage to talk to others about Jesus. Share with a few stories of 

conversations you’ve had with people about your faith lately. 
 
3.   People reject the gospel for a variety of reasons, and one reason is that the Gospel isn’t real in 

Christian’s lives. Is this true? What might this look like to an unbeliever?  
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4.   Did this message help you to understand and see the Mission field more clearly? What does it look like 
in your sphere? 

 
II. Warranting A New Approach 
The evangelizing methods that we have used in the past with success may not be as successful anymore—so, 
thinking that we are not effective, we stop trying. We have to work harder and differently. 

2 Corinthians 4:1-7  
•   As always, our approach must be with prayer, wisdom, patience, understanding, total dependence on 

Jesus for results  
•   May require a re-thinking of our approach, a re-tooling of our skills, an adjustment to our plan, learning 

new techniques to make us more effective. 
•   Bill Fay: on average a person must hear the gospel 7.6 times before they accept it 
•   I Once Was Lost: What Postmodern Skeptics Taught Us About Their Path to Jesus by Don 

Everts and Doug Schaupp, 2008 
o   Over 2,000 students who came to Christ; EVERY ONE went through ALL these thresholds 

§   Threshold One: Trusting a Christian 
§   Threshold Two: Becoming Curious 
§   Threshold Three: Opening Up to Change 
§   Threshold Four: Seeking After God 
§   Threshold Five: Entering the Kingdom 

•   Rosaria — I lived in rebellion for years and years and then He sent a Christian neighbor to come and 
get me.  

•   The “new way” is all about building life-to-life connections with other people. It’s a type of 
evangelism that primarily relies upon relationships. This is the approach most likely to touch hearts 
and change lives in a society market by deep loneliness, alienation, and mutual distrust.  
—Del Tackett 

 
Talk About It:  

1.   In what specific ways have you lost heart when people have rejected or ignored the Good News you’ve 
tried to share? 

 
2.   Satan veils the gospel by blinding the minds of unbelievers so they cannot see the gospel of the glory of 

Christ. How then can anyone be saved and what specifically can you do? 
 

3.   What does Paul mean when he refers to believers as "jars of clay"? 
 
4.   How can this passage affect your understanding of the Gospel's role in your life? 

 
5.   If the old approach of evangelism doesn’t seem to be as effective, describe in your own words what a 

new approach could look like? And how might you begin to put the new approach into effect? 
 
6.   At Centerpoint church, how can we be more effective at sharing the Gospel? 
 

 
III. Engaging in Others’ Lives  
God has entrusted the primary work of the Kingdom to the common, everyday Christian. Remembering that 
salvation is God’s work and His accomplishment, our main task is to extend ourselves sacrificially to the 
person(s) next door. 

Amos 8:11-12 
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•   “wander” – stagger like being drunk or under the influence 
•   God is withdrawing His Word — Evangelizing and engaging is crucial, now more than ever. 

Colossians 4:5–6 

1 Peter 3:15 

James 2:8-13 
•   Fulfilling the royal law without showing partiality 
•   Sometimes we underestimate who God is in process of saving and so we don’t share the truth with 

kindness, patience, and love 
 
 

 
Talk About It:  

7.   In Amos 8 we see the prophecy of God withdrawing His word and people wandering to find it but 
cannot. In what ways does this provoke you to take action now? 

 
8.   How can your speech be 'always full of grace, seasoned with salt'? Give practical examples. 
 
9.   Why do you think Paul emphasizes the need for wisdom when interacting with outsiders? 
 
10.   In what ways do you think you can better practice the wisdom and grace Paul describes when dealing 

with non-believers? 
 
11.   In what way does James indicate that we can sin regarding the Royal Law?  
 
12.  Where do we see favoritism being practiced? How can we avoid showing such favoritism, as James 

instructs, especially in evangelism? 
 

 
 
Conclusion: 
 
As we engage in the lives of others, we must be willing to lay down our lives (or forfeit or agendas) for others 
and be willing to take risks when the circumstances call for it. This is the world we live in. We are the remnant 
that has been left here to point the dying to Jesus. And we will have to fight through the lies, deceit, idols, 
busyness, and distractions in order to gain the attention of the lost. 
 
 
 
Make It Practical: 

 
As eternity hangs in the balance for many, where do we find the strength and determination to understand and 
see the need all around us? How do we fulfill the Royal Law?  

But thank God! He has made us his captives and continues to lead us along in Christ’s triumphal procession. 
Now he uses us to spread the knowledge of Christ everywhere, like a sweet perfume. Our lives are a Christ-like 
fragrance rising up to God. But this fragrance is perceived differently by those who are being saved and by 
those who are perishing. To those who are perishing, we are a dreadful smell of death and doom. But to those 
who are being saved, we are a life-giving perfume. And who is adequate for such a task as this? 
 — 2 Corinthians 2:14-16 
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The truth is we are not adequate and never can be in and of ourselves. But as these verses assure us, we can 
be certain of success and victory in the Lord’s service as long as we are following in Christ’s triumphal 
procession. Through the gift of the Holy Spirit and living by the Spirit, He produces the Fruit in our lives 
(Galatians 5:22-23) which gives us everything we need to carry our mission. Let’s exude His life-giving 
fragrance “as we go”. If we ask God to use us in this way, we know He will be zealous to answer. 
 
 
Prayer Points: 

 
•   Share about the needs that each of you has, and pray for one another.   
•   Ask God to stir us up to be the salt and light the world so desperately needs. 
•   Show us who in our lives, our neighborhoods do we need to engage with. 
•   Help us to be in tune with the Spirit that we may exude the fragrance that draws people to God 


